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CHAPTER I. 



Preliminary Education 



NiirscUng Senator. 

IIe who is destined to rise in the Sii^EREAii 
Parliament, ought to be put into a prepa- 
ratory course of education from the very 
cradle. 

A lively, prating nurse, one of those wor 
men who chatter for hours together, to a 
cat, a -pstrrdt, a pug-dog, or a child in their 
arms, without reflecting-^whether the objects 
they address have the smallest intelligence of 
'what they say,— will, upon this score, be of 
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infinite value, to have the charge of our 
M. Pr in straddling clothes. A little ac-^ 
customed to such . eloquence,- — ^the in^t 
comes to listen to it, with looks and feelings 
of grave satisfaction. It becomes necessaiy^ 
to make Mm e^fy. He gro\f s to be like the 
sailor who cannot take a nap on the shrouds^ 
unless he be lulled by a loud wind. Or, he 
takes, at this early age, the happy habit of 
the scold's husband that never sinks so sweet* 
)y into repose, as under the quietus of a cur« 
tain-lecture. The native sensibility of his 
auditory nerves, i^ subduecl to the torpor of 
one who, living, as it were, next door 
neiglibdur to thenoispof ? wJit^rfeH, lesiprns 
to mind it no mor^ than if be k^ept bis cpuch^ 
Tiight and day, in a nook of Westminsteiv 
Hall, during the silence dnd solitudq of thf 
Long Vacation. Or, he becQuies like the 
milter's servant, wliose gWmbeirs »0ver f%it 
to be broken, the moment t^c hpllow m^tlisf 
of the moving whieels is interrupted, ni\4 tkf 
din of the clapper ceases. 
The importance of CQufidiag the HsAe^g^ 
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I^sl^itor to such a nurse, is to be fully con«» 
ceived ofiljr bj tbo^ yfh^ bayi^i like me^. 
passed half a centtiry ia. the CiiArEii of 
Patbiotism and Wisdom^ 

Bat the gravity of look^ &r more valuable 
than attention itself, which counterfeits it ta* 
^ vary miraele^ is nev«r to be comiunndcd^ 
Bnless by early and imremitting habits Thk 
patience to listen, night afier nighty to over* 
powering eloquence, is not to be created at 
wee, nor acquired,, if cme have not beea 
inured, from inarticidating infency, to catcb 
only the sounds, and leave the sense to b» 
scattered by the winds*. And it is of singular 
utility to the hero of political adventure, t^^^ 
have begun, from; the earliest liour? to pre«^ 
pare for making as many as possible of the* 
incidents c^ public debate to operate upon.- 
h4s mind with soporific influence. These qua*- 
fities are, in this planet^ the very elem^s of 
the better part of the true genius iot tegisl^r 
tLve greatness^ 

Early Eloquence. 

So tut<M:ed beft^ie he begins to sp^k> the 
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nurseling senator has a quite different species 
of instructiim to feoeive, the moment he can 
make himself understood in articuhile 
SPEECH. He must be, now, excited to -emu*- 
late thexhatter of his nurse with the utoost 
^rbkness and ^rseverance. 
r If to be a solemn, steady, unintelligent 
^earefy be the first object in that which is his 
"destination in life; his very next objoct i$, 
to be, himself, an eloquent speaker. 

Now, I must acquaint you, ingenuously, 
•with that which is the true secret of elo- 
quence« It is not, as Demosthenes was weak 
enough to fancy, '' Action ! Action ! Ac- 
<Cion!'' it exists not in 'fire of sentimentr: no, 
nor in vigous of imagery ! it depends not 
^pon any general predominance of good 
«ense or propriety throughout the whole of 
*what is said. It is not constituted by nac^e 
istrength of facts or cogency of argument. It 
^oes not consist even in directing the whole 
scope of what is said to one single and lead- 
ing point of persuasion. ' It is not in the 
•grace, propwty^ or energy, of corrcjct^nd 
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^fnellow doeution ; no ! not in any one of 
Ihese applauded excellencies ; nor even in 
<lhe linion of the whole. Par ffom^ me be if, 
to vilify the aTl which I have nothing* but 
the sincerest motives of public spirit to 
induce me ta teach.- But I must state that 
which. I certainly know. In the whole 
course of my senatorial experience, I hav6 
watched anxiously to discover what it wa6 
that produced the ptoper eflfects of Eloquencdl 
in Parliamentary speaking. In the result, I 
have clearly ascertained, that bold prompti- 
tude, glib volubility, inexhaustible perse-* 
verancc, periods of fifty mites, a generous 
negligence of excessive accuracy of defini^ 
iion, or clearness and regularity of argument, 
the fortitude to resist a general hum^ Ittngs of 
strength to overpower the spread of a forc(^> 
cough, spirit to make (he most of a friendly 
^' Hear him V* an affected,, or^ still bettftf^ a 
natural- ^^onfosion of ideas, miticing anil 
manglitiFg popular facts and argiMients, 
vnthoiit absohitely omitting them, a turbid^ 
streasa of speech overwhelming all purity of 
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phrase, correetness cf granmiar, or coiiskt* 
etkcj of metaphor, the pow^r to hold out for 
five hours ait a breath, self-complacency to 
feel animated by ihd sound of one's own voice 
as a perpetual cb^rer,. and just comnmi 
feilse enough not to think of cutting blocks 
9tUh a razor^ are the only genviIte con* 

STItUfiNTS OP BPFECTIVE ELOQUENCE. It 

matters n6t$ though these differ frdm what 
the Rhetoricians and the University-mc^l 
•describe, ms tibe elements of eloquence : In* 
deedy I know not that ibe University*meA 
ever taught a lesson^ on a single subject, that 
was good for atiy things in express, unim* 
proved, applicatkm ia the practice of life. 
Eloquence is whatever accomplkfaei^ the ends 
4^ persuasive speaking in budness : and^ I 
^an solemnly aflkm^. that,^ througfaotit my esl* 
perience, I have never known aiiy qualities bitt 
tiiiose I just now mentioned, to pfove of ilvi 
imallest use in PARLiAMf^NipAnv oratory. 
Now the babks which create and foster 
such qualities, must be induim usque ab 
Hmris unguieuUs*. The boy must no soonec 
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kaye fotmd, that he hok aii at^iciitetiing 
tongtie^ than b^h to aeettstdm kf by ddil^ 
ptatti^ey i6 invindbte loK|i^dty4 Ldt th^ 
talkative nursie b^ adittonii^ed to IMc^y ii 
tfrrii, to his Mtle gossi^^ Or^ let hiih W 
silly instigated tt^ 66iittTiA^ ftdiA ti^e td titti^ 
to talk her d6wn. And^ 1^ both fttlier aM 
inotbet take spbcial ekfe Hb etitm.tkge hiii^ M 
pme to themselves ^ much as pfossftl^^ 
fiilmicking his little imperfect pmttle^ and 
coaxing him to repeat and docrtinue it^ Vfklk 
all the fondling and enticements that they 
can devisck It will be of extraordinaty*' 
benefit, if they can bring him into the itdif 
of addressing himself^ at first sight, to tWr^ 
istranger that enters the house, M^ith the slme 
boMne^s, pertintlcity, and kidifl^rence, with 
irrfaich be chatters to his mxtae skid t6 them* 
/Selves. Above all, let none check hi^ . sel^ 
confidence; none harc»8 Mm with the correc- 
tion of his elocution i noiie by any means 
lAtiiiiidate him, o^ if whatever wad by him 
uttered, we^ not an huhdred tithes mott 
desirable to be heatd, thatt dny thlttgf th:^ 
could possibly cdmc fri*m another. 
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That he may^iot iJl)8okitely lose the fiicult^f 
of being a Hearer, as he becomes a Speak-*^ 
ER ; introcluce him, now and then^ to strange 
company, before which, eren his boldness 
nmst, at the first onset, keep silence: Call 
Frencji emigrants to keep up their magpie 
chatter round him : excite his nurse to 
ms^tain against him the privilege of h^ 
tongue: let him, times, heur,. in one 
miogred chorus, the bowlings from your 
dog'kennel, the groans of your pig-stye, 
the screams and hisses from your poultry ^ 
yard : or, if you be in. London, fail not tq 
carry him, from time to time, to hear a 
Lecture at the house of the Royal I\sti» 
TUTioN. Should he get, ^upon any of these 
occasions, heart-sick of Hearing ;^hy^ then, 
let him,, as soon after as possible^ pay it off 
in Speaking. 

Reading. 

It is the fashion of these times, fore\'ery 
person's children to be taught to read : and 
you cannot avoid compliance with it. Tb^ 
good old times have passed, never, I fear, to 
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rctarn, wken it was no discredit to a priuoe 

or a privy counsellor to set his mark to a 

writing,, because he kiiew not to subscribe 

his name, Tbose^ however, were the times 

of Statesmen,. Lawgiversy smd Horoesy the 

iounders of empires, the authors of modes of 

government, and of systems of legislatioiT) 

fwhich have existed in stability ever since; 

What, indeed, are books good for, but to 

withhold attention from the reality of life 

.and nature I What Can they give but signs 

instead of thbgs ? A Leeds clothier might as 

jreasonably promise you a piece of broad- 

.clothy without wool or woollen yarn,, as any 

jamn expect to derive knowledge firom booksj^ 

.of which he had not the first elements within 

kis head, before ever he sat down to read 

them. I would just as ^oon take Lord 

Peter's brown loaf for a fiHet of veal, as have 

lany book of history, principles, (x descrip* 

tion,^ instead of the actual experience of my 

.senses as to the realities it refers to. No! 

\no! reading and writings at least for la\^* 

givers and statesmen^, are. junong . tl(e siU^ 
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worm refinemeftls of huiiffaa wit, spinning 
^pul a ghrond in which to smoch^ itself. 

Hurt your boy's head^ then, as litle &s 
inay be^ by your miatoidable cont^^&ance, 
ift this ca^^ with the habits aad manners 
of the age. Let him leant (oread in such a 
4ray^ "that his feaidi]^ may not mar the much 
more iaqKurtairt parts of his education^ Tlie 
lold Arn^ or a Frexcr Governess^ is 
ihe fittest parson yoa can employ , to teach 
him his IdteriS. Unde^ dther of these ins^ 
tni6tresie>) h^ may learn to spell^ jwithont 
•being withdrawn ffom Aat incessant prac- 
tice^-'Hsow in hearing without care to un^ 
derstand,— ^nOw in speaking without solicit' 
tude to be Understood->-»which must rendel- 
both these habits as it were essensial to his 
very existence. A French Governess^ 
instructions will hinder him from contract* 
ing any unseasonable predilection for finical 
purity of English pktmunciation. He tvill 
learn from her to read and spcidt, like a Ci*' 
tifis^ of Europe, raithef than like a mere Aa« 
#ro U E&gland, H^ i» pul in training 
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even for Hie post of a fymgn ambassador. 
She will teacii faim his catechism, either in 
the Roman Catholic vrajy or in that of the 
French Esprils Forts. If matters not in 
^hich of the two, he hstve it. In the one, 
(he ^f contradictions of absurd supersti^ 
lion ; in the other, those of atheism ; will 
duly prepare him for that latitude of belief, 
tind for those easy morals, which are, alone, 
becoming for an English gentleman^ Thfe 
French Goverstess will be usefiil to give 
him various other lessons, which it is nn^ 
likely that he should have from any English 
person, not of French educaticMi, whom yott 
iliight place about him.-^She will, indi^ 
Tectly, teach him to fib dexterously, with 
the air and confidence of truth. She will 
fire him with more of self-conceit than his 
liiind Could be otherwise inflamed io^ at this 
puerile age. She will initiate him in that 
gallantry which is ever the first thing td 
make a child thkik like a man : and, as 
jottT boy is a destined M^ P. you cannot, 
loo isooii, make a Uttle ma» of hlit^ She wiU 
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teach him, also, to make a grand show with 
whatever Kttle knowledge he may have got; 
•And you will not deny, tbat it is, to the full", 
as great a merit to secra to the world a wise 
man, at a small expense of real wisdotn, as 
4o live in splendour and magnificence, Avith 
ja very frugal consumptiop of money. 
^ Should youy by some extraordinary ill 
Jack, be unable to procure such a Faencu 
•Governess as I recommend ; you may find 
your purpose nearly as well answered, if you 
send your boy to ohe of those French 
Seminaries in the environs of London,, 
where little communities of unmarried French- 
men and French-women Hve together in all 
the chaste and foni> endearments for 
zchich French manners are so peculiarlj/ 
distinguished; join a Kttlc seminary of boys 
to a contiguous seminary of girk ; and, with 
exemplary diligence, thus discipline the 
future manhood and matrons oi England, in 
that knowledge, that religion, those morals,^ 
that sense of cleanliness, and those manners-, 
which must be becoming in the people of this 
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^country, vfhea they shall 'be the subjects of 
'France. 

Or, should you not .find it convenient to 
place your child to yoiar mind, in one of 
these hot-beds ; I think you might even send 
liim to any one of the trading fiiglish 
boarding-schools in the vicinity, of London^ 
He ms^^, there, karn to read, without catching 
any early smack of pedantry. He will not 
be likely to contract any unseasonable cn^ 
thuslasm for bodiishness. . His mind will 
not be over-impregnated with principles of 
inorality or religion. He will be turned 
adrift among boys older than himself, among 
\vhom he may quickly acquire almost all the 
iiardihood, the boldness, the artifices, 4he 
-superiority to shame, and 'the precocity of 
vicious experience, wkiefadistinquish E — n 

T^ubllc Schools. 

To E ■ or W^ the stripling mus^ 

tit IcMgth be sent. Tb^ adventure is hazar^ 
^oys, but unavoidable. I asifar fromwishin^ 
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to be uadersloody as directing you to^end kin» 
tkere^to have his head stuffed Avith Greek and 
Mtip^ or to acquire the sheepisltmess and the 
nwk^mrd pedantry of a classical scholar. 
The common opinion of that Avhich comti*^ 
ti^tes t^e fitness of sending boys to either ol 
^e$e great sieminaries, is per^tly correct.. 
They go**-4o gain connexions .which may ba 
of use to their interests in futmre life^-r-to leara 
th^ Hiorals and manners of those boys wl^o are 
tp hCy afterwards^ the first men in their coun^ 
tty^^f fomhh^ to distinguish thonselves as 
l^ideirs in the sports^ pleasures^ wild mischief, 
and premature dissipation of their school-fel^ 
lows r certainly, for no other purpose that 
Clin deserve a mom^t's thought. There is 
^ a noble way"" to classical feme at those sei»^ 
minaries ; the aid of a tutor^ the kindness of 
a master^ the boldness of the boy himself^> 
may crown Um with thefame of being a good 
scholar^ without subjecting him to any dull- 
iml over bis tasks. Jjet your son be taught 
io keep ste^ily in view, the ^ds for which: 
Itr is ^xA to ihi§ ff^ti^^jnimry 9X which yow 
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fis him. Supply hU poekets ftiedy witU 
money. Let him think ouly of the iippro-*- 
bation of bis schoolfellows; let hini have 
spirit to di^pUe tlie milksops who do Qot 
sconi that of the masters* Let him aspijre ta 
be the first at quhzing an awkivard stranger,^-^ 
a sober, bookish boy^t-rif such shouhl bap^ 
pea to be among the crowdir^-^ tutor too emi'*^ 
^cientionsly troublesome to his pii]^,-r'«r a 
master who b foolish enough to suppposo 
that hoys of spirit ought to-be ashamed of 
any pranks of wUch they ean be guilty^* 
Let him haye address to escape the toils and 
miseries ef a fag, while be is in that condi« 
tion^ himself: and, let him have the vigour 
ia deem no hardship too severe to be imposed' 
on the smaller boy that becomes his ofwufagy 
and has not the cumiing to ehide ths severity 
of his commands by outwitting aiid deo^ving 
him. Let hiqai, if possible, be the first cricket 
player, the readiest to play the truant for thQ 
sake of joining io^ a fox-chase,, the boldest 
swimmer,^ the r^^iest to rob a» of chard ov 
stoim a^B^rooilr the moit dftriag kadw to 
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any scbool-insurrection that shall .threatet 
the authority of the masters. Let him make 
himself the first in every bold mischief thst 
belong properly to rude school-boys; and 
the first in every anticipated vice or amuse- 
ment of premature manhood. Let him only 
shew parts in this way ; and throw his fellows 
behkid him. Ask no more. — ^He will, in&l- 
Kbly , become the ornament , of the s^iate ; 
the very oracle of the cabinet. — Some wise- 
acre parent may^ perhaps, judge otherwise ; 
and ask for more pedant and^sheepish qua- 
lificaations. — But the test is easy. By what 
qualities were the E and W — — years of 

the LAST GREAT PARTY-LEADER and STATES- 

iiAN that died in office, distinguished ? Was 
he not the foremost in every mischievous and 
expensive adventure? Was there a spirited 
vice or folly of manhood into which he did 

not, while at W or E , prematurely 

plunge ? Did h^ not attach his schoolfdlows 
to himself for life, chiefly by having been 
their ringleader in boyish dissipation ?--^ 
SThese are the studiesand e:i^ercises of educa^^ 
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lion which teach a knowledge of the human 
heart, and invest one with the power to over- 
awe or captivate it. The future business of 
the Senate will differ from the sports, — only 
in the apparent magnitude of the objects, — 
not at all, in keenness and duplicity of in* 
trigne, in the play of passionsr^ in the estmest- 
ness with which the different interests are 
prized by the heart, in the ambition, emula^ 
tion^ or strife which arise tipon them. 

Declamation^ 

When the hopeful youth visits you, at the 
jieasons of recess, you must not fail to give 
him, proper supplementary lessons. To in- 
spire him with forwardness and self-confi- 
dence must still be your principal ob- 
ject. Set him to declaim upon any 
subject in human affairs ; according to 
the method that succeeded so well towards 
wards making a parliamentary orator of the 
famous Philip Duke of Wharton. Al- 
low him, as Lord H — - did with C 
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F , to rupupiigp, tear, jand bum 

ipost ipdportwt papers at pleasure. O 

tb^ great E^trlof C-^-n is reported to 

dom fgr fai;^ UIu9triQU^ second sou. accu! 
ygur inteuded ^gislator to dispute with 
siod speechify to you^ with the ^snjfxe sj 
OS if he were, hims<slf9 already, the pipcej 
and you but hjs humble pupiU 

Private Theedres* 

Sometime^, you may introduce hin 
make one among a party of gentlemen 
lady performers of private plays. Jt is 
knowp what wonderful powers for sei^t 
eloquence T*** Sh**M*n, and Mr. Sk*ff 
^nd Mr. Gr*v**l* have acquired by \ 
^E^opus diligence. Did not the Priory [ 
£itricals inspire a certaii) Most Noble Mar 
with eloquence and patriotism to check 
insolen(?e of the Irish Bench ? Is it not 
sonably expiect^ of the young Roscius, 
the time nmst quickly arrive when it shal 
^aid of him, with unquestionable truth. 
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political orator, Nee quicguam viget simile 
aut secundum? In short, if you wouW have 
your son, hereafter, to < urn out a s^reat sena- 
tor and statesman ; make, now, as much as 



possible^ a little mountqbaiilL of him 



Hmc tQ viaht a WiL 

To be «m orator, he must ^be a wit. Promp- 
titude and confidence of speech are the quali- 
ties the mo^t essentially necessary to that 
power. He who spiritedly blunders o^t 
wliatcyer comes uppermost to him, must, in- 
fallibly, utter some good things. — The next 
requisite is, to have the niemory well-stored 
with such points of witticism, and such hu- 
morous stories, as have been, before, often 
laughed at, and repeated by others. Nothing 
is less new, than wit : There is scarce a good 
thing even in Jo£ Miller, t|iat is not as old 
as the days of Plautus : Therefore, let no 
one be deterred froi^ the repetition pf ojd ^it, 
by any fqars of the charge of plagiarism : — 
Old wit has, indeed^ more than the adyan* 
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tages of old wine : having long since plea 
— ^and having continued to please, — its powi 
is certain : but, who could say as much 
fresh, untried wit, that had never made anjf 
Mortal laugh before ? — There is nothing wit 
which taste and criticism have less to do, th 
with wit : whatever makes ])eople laugh wUi 

.you, that, — ^be it pun, smut, conundnini, ot< 
whatever else pedants may choose to term it, 

— ^is absolutely true wit: it produces the ef- 
fects of wit-— a test unequivocal of its genu- 

• ineness. 

My plaip, express advice, then, is, that 

J you mak^ your destined orator to get by heart, 
every morning, the witticisms from (he co- 
lumns of any one of our Newspapers— espe- 
cially from that hot-bed of puns, and conim- 

. drums, the Morning Post. " They are the 
*^ very reverse of true wit," — exclaims some 
pedant: — "they are false, they are stale." 
No matter : they make people laugh : the 
call for them is perpetual, and increases per- 
petually : they are eagerly read at the most 
feshionable breakfast tables : they supply wit 



m^m 
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for the day, to nine tenths of the brisk talk- 
ative persons upon the town : they are, to all 
purposes, wit — for, they produce its surest, 
most unequivocal effects. Now, the boy 
who gets by heart, these beauties of tlie 
Morning Post for but three months succes- 
sively, will be, at the end of that time, a 
consummate master of even the whole Ency^ 
clopasdia of Wit : and, if he possess but the 
necessary coldness and firmness of spirit, will 
be competent to distinguish himself as a wit 
of the first water, upon every one of the 
great occasions in business or social converse, 
which admit of its being shewn off to advan- 
tage. I name the term of three months, b'^- 
cause any three months exhaust all the wit, 
good or bad, that newspapers supply. It is, 
with them, at the end of this term, ever a 
return to the old, like that of " a dog to his 
vomit. — When the young man has gone 
through the course ; let him employ the puns 
which he has learned, with prompt intrepi- 
dity, upon all occasions. Let him watch for 
the occasion^ studiously ; and even blurt 
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tlicm out, at all hazards, seasonably or unsea- 
sonably, rather than not iiiake himself expeft 
in the use of them. He may, if he choose, 
study the same bright things, also, in the co- 
medies of Reynolds, Morton, and Tommy 
Dibdin. But, above all, let no ridicule deter 
him from tlic Constant pritate study of the 
good old manuel of Joe Miller. No one 
ever pretended to laugh at another for filch- 
ing from Joe Miller, that had not learned, 
by experience, — ^what a treasure of wit honest 
Joe's volume supplied. 

Universiiies. 

The next move is to the University, AdieU) 
from this hour, to study, to restraint, iJo 
confinement to pedantic exercises of any 
kind ! I have no choice to recommend be* 
tween Oxford and Cambridge^ Let circum- 
stances of private humour or connexion 
determine you. The society of the fellows 
in the common-room, will^ be of admirable 

benefit to form our young Gentleman-^com^ 
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hioner, — ^if he can be persuaded ta endure 
it,-^to that humdram soaking seriousness,-^ 
faintly enlivened, new and then, with a sober 
joke, a thtead-^bare classical pun, or a smutty 
tale,— *which is of very good use in patlia* 
tnentary coiAmittees, or over a beef^steak and 
a glass of port in Bellamy^s, and upon all 
those occasions when members are obliged tb 
hang on in waiting, hour after hour, merely 
that they may be in readiness to give their 
votes if the house shall divide* There is, 
perliaps, also, another reason of no small 
consequence, on account of which the des- 
tined senator may do well to attach himself, 
at least occasionally, to the society in the 
common-room. The LacedaBmonians are 
said to have exhibited their slaves, drunk, to 
their chiklren, to deter tlie latter from 
drunkenness. And I donH know that there 
is any thing more likely to disgust a young 
man, for ever, with all that is slovenly , sneak- 
ing, coarse, and pedantic in the speech, ha- 
bits, and manners, of gownsmen, than snch 
displays as he must witness in the grand 
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.scenes of snug academical lounging and con« 

viviality. In the jfommon-room, di^ust will 

.give him the deepest impressions against cer- 

.tain things which it is desireable that he 

.should perpetually avoid ; while he must, on 

the other hand, acquire certain habits which, 

amid the great destined business of his futurp 

life, may be found, often, very convenieot. 

He must, for form sake, have a tutor. But, 
it is not necessary that he attend the tutor's 
lectures, or suffer him to direct his private 
studies. It is enough, that he reside, for a 
time, among University-folks, and breathe 
their academical air. If he occasionally 
wait upon his tutor, let it be to make a jest 
of the fellow's solemn pedantry. If he opai 
any books of serious Instruction, let it be to 
. break a joke upon them . Let him , in particu- 
lar, be careful, never to let a sober student 
or a solemn occasion escape from before him, 
without being made the butt of some smart, 
confounding sarcasm . The resources to sup- 
ply him Vith such sarcasms, I have pointed 
out, already. The exercises for degrees he 
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may buy ready made. If he do not, from 
time to time, commit such dashing irr^ala- 
rities as may bring him under the censure of 
the proctors ; it will be a proof, that he is 
deficient in the bold and free spirit of aa 
English gentleman. 

Excursions to London, to Woodstock,, tor 
Newmarket, to every scene at any convenient 
distance, that is attractive to youthful curioi- 
sity, will, very properly, occupy his time 
whenever the frolics of the University begin 
to languish There are vices, of which, though 
I do not expressly enumerate, describe, and 
recommend them, I should certainly discou- 
rage nothing but the habitual and maddened 
^excess. No man can become wise by 
another's experience. How should any 
youth be prepared to act his part, as a man, 
ill, the business of the great world, who has 
not, at the university age, had his wench, 
drunk his three bottles at a sitting, lost his 
bets upon horse-racing, running, shooting, 
boxing, dice, or cards ? It is not necessary, 
that you absolutely prompt your son to such 
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treble negotiations. The knowing one on the 
turf will, the most readily, become knowing 
in the nice arts and minute distinctions by 

which the matches in St. S 's Chapel, 

or on the hustings in Coyent Garden will fall 
to be decided. I had almost said, that he 
who knows to cog a die,, to hide a card sea- 
;sonably, to bribe a groom to make the horse 
lie rides disappoint those who have taken the 
long odds, will be fittest person for all the 
subtle arts of diplomatic intrigue. We 
know, that strait-laced, austere morality, is 
not, in the present state of this world's affairs, 
to be too punctiliously adhered to, whether 
in gaming or in politics. And of such great 
indispcnsible businesses in life, it cannot but 
be highly proper to make the one subservient 
to the improvement of the mind for the prac- 
tice of the other. 



Newspapers. 

I had almost forgotten one thing of signal 
importance in our young M. P.'s education. 
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He should, now, begin to receive some fonnal 
lessons in parliamentary politics. For these 
I can refer him to no better school, than that 
to which he was sent for wit. The cistern 
bas two pipes, out of the one of which it 
pours polities, while wit spouts out at the 
.other. The Morning Newspapers of the 
metropolis, in their reports of the de- 

'bates in parliament, in their solemn political 

•paragraphs, and especially in those which 
are called their leading articles, contain all 
that it is, in the least necessary, for our young 

* Hopeful to study, in order to render himself a 
consummate proficient in tbe whole art and 
mystery ofdomestic and even foreign politics. 

They are the only school in which all our 
great orators and statesmen now take their 
degrees. They are the only reading for 
which a membc;r of parliament and man of 

' fashion can will be supposed to have leisure. 
The reports of the debates may be regarded 
as the produdjticjns — jointly of the members 
to whom the speeches are rcspestivcly attri- 

'^buted, — ^and the reporters, a set of journey- 
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fpm {Nrinters, taylors, cabinet-inakci|^ apd 
fUtpirqey's clerks, the mpst eminently guali- 
iial ^ jrepeat, to point, to amplify, to infom 
4he elpqipence of parliamentary orators. AU 
mattere qf public bu^ines$, and all the sub- 
jects of legislative dispussion, are, in thoss 
report, unfolded, with a natural confusion 
iif thoughts and language the most unequi- 
vocal proof of the fidelity of the reporter, 
Th^y present no e^tamples of clegeint, cor- 
rect;, or glowing phraseology, to reduce thie 
student to despair. A Cicero, and a Demos- 
thenes display specimens of eloquence too 
consummately perfect for the actual practice 
of modern life and business : the reports qf 
our debates in parliament, give such wisdom 
as a Sancho Panza might utter, in such 
composition as a letter -writing parish- 
clerk might indite. They possess, too, 
that interesting perfection to rush, always, 
into the sfiid^le of things. Tjbey aiie 
the genuine, un varnish^ pictures of ibfi 
n[iin4s of the speakers. Tl^ey^ with ^e 
other coi^^ of our public papers^ have 
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becQi^e ^Ijnost the only rei^ding of Ihcj^ 
ivhole body of J:he people of these united^ 
kingdoiQs. There is not a wise saying in th& 
^' groat's worth of wit," that i& not^ froii| 
time to time, repeated in thase reports. 
They touch, at one time or another, in one 
form or anothpr, upon every topic of publi<; 
business. Thpy differ so very little, but iii 
the mere ^.pplication, from such eloquence as. 
our young Eleve has, himself long since der 
claimed Iq the ears of his nursp and hh^ 
French governess, that, while he rea^s^ he 
cannot fail to become, all at once, 

•* Conscious of powers he never knew, 

** And grasp at things beyond his view, 

•' Nor, by another's iate, submit to beconfin'dP 

He will soon discover, that the great topics 
of debate are far from being numerous ; that 
praise is bestowed much ratht^r upon length, 
loudness, and pertinacity in error, if that 
error be adopted as an article of party-GriBed, 
than upon such pedantic merits as a school* 
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master might extol in his orators of classical |1 
antiquity ; that a haranguer of two hours is |< 
thought a much more eloquent man than one 
that speaks but half an hour, he of five 
hours much greater than he of two,— just as. 
if among writers, the author of a folio how- 
ever leaden, should be preferred to him who 
had published but a duodecimo, though this 
last was merum sal ; that puns and trite jokes 
come, with prodigious effect, from the mouth 
t)f a Member of Parliament, — if the leading 
mutes on the same side of the house have but 
their cue to laugh and applaud at the pro- 
per moments ; that it is not expected of a 
member, — ^-though hebe even thirty or forty 
years in parliament, and bustle perpetually 
in its business, to make himself tolerably ac- 
quainted with the forms of the house ; that, 
simply to speak, at all hazards, and in what- 
ever manner, is much more important, than 
to have any anxiety about what one should 
say. 

The POLITICAL PARAGRAPHS in ucwspa- 
pers, are shreds of speeches, or, to pursue 
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the similitude/ bits of rags, or ends of 
threads, put up to look as like as possible to 
ishreds of speeches. It is common for an 
Jscariot Hackney of a newspaper editor to 
take a favorite speech, such as that of a 
-Robsan, a . Burdett^ or a Sheridan^ and to 
do with it as I remember to have with some 
brotber backs of the time,, done some fifty 
years since, with Fanny itfiwrry'* shoe, at 
the Castle Tavern. The damask upper part 
we had tossed up in a ragoflt : the sole we 
had minced for us : the wooden heel was cut 
into very thin slices, fried in batter, and 
placed round the dish for garnish. This 
fancy in cookery made an odd show : but, 
the dish was not good eating. Yet, the ex- 
travagance of the hour excited us, all, to 
contend — ^who should praise it the most. 
Now, the triiicaL sentiments in these disjecta 
membra of a Parliamentary Orator^s speech, 
are quite as tritical in paragraphs, as in the 
continuity of the speech itself : ibcpuns are 
just as silly, lA the one t^ay, as in the other : 
ibe ponderous phrases hig with no meaning^ 
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appear peculiarly unmeaniog, -wh 
stand single, each upon its owb fe 
the palUieal lies have. less of the 
power of lies, if presented singly < 
mon newspaper authority, thaa wl 
come in, phalanx after phalanx, /km 
bonibusj and upon a member of pari 
honourable asservation. The paragn 
out of a speech are a nere disguisec 
nothings, in the French taste, just i 
as were our Areds of silk, timbet , 
leather. The one laay have, in i 
little sbt and instmction to the n 
tiiere vas^ in the odier, of nourish 
the stomaeh, or of poignant idish 
palate. But, as the ezttavagance ai 
ication and <tf dissdute gallantry m 
fricassee of whae'a shoe, the fiivotti 
upon o»r supper-table; so ihegeiN 
sioQ for politics^ scandal^ newipap 
BOnaense; togetherwith the gefiesal 1 
of intalligence Mqpsoting Pblitical 
render the iumgo of paragfuphs dMtl 
of~the ms* inpoftaai by teir i 



KtVBFiLFSlt8> S3 



«w*Ma«B 



tifKUi poblic opinion^-^the most valuable to 
the desthied M. P. as hinta^ mazimsi aad 
beaoticB to be comiiiitted to memory ^ — a 
aehool) ia tftoth, of all the effective^ good 
things «f patUameiitaiy eloquence and wia« 
dom. laiuirt) moessi^ntlj repeat to the can* 
dida^^ to emfaience in parliament) that it is 
wA im them to regard tho common di^tino* 
tiooi and cpkbots of morality or critieism^ 
TSbey art to study only what zsnll have efi 
ftci 4tnd infaetfce in parHamenian/ business^^ 
l^ni^ that alone, is to be to th^n, in speech^ 
in writing, in octicm ; the Good, the True^ 
th^ Eloquent, the Beantiftil, the Sublime. 
This principle^ I intreat the reader to bear 
fiesh in his remembrance iirhile be proceeds 
through the rest of these admonitions. 

The LBAniifG articles are, it is true, 
diflftingttislied from the others, but by greater 
length, superior boldness in ribbaldry, and 
more remarkable temerity in absurd decision. 
Sot, they are the most universally and 
eagerly read. They furnish to cofiee-houee 
poiitidms, their supply of speculation and 
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eloquence for the day. They even put 
argu^iehts into the mouths bi speakers in 
parliament: They exercise, in this manner, 
an inj9uence incalculably powerful upon the 
•course of public opinion. They enter into 
•the very substance of the minds of En^ish- 
men. They have become to honest John 
Bull, a sort of stupefying dose that he can 
no mdredo without, than can aTurk live with- 
out opium, or a sailor, when he gets ashore 
at Plymouth, deny himself the use of trulls, 
grog, or tobacco. If what wis^ mean £uid 
trivial be exalted by any accident, to greal 
power and effect : it is trivial no longer. 
The 'cackling of a goose, if it save a capital, 
is preferable to the death-song of a swan. .A 
garnisLof assesi^rainsmaybe, upon occasioDj 
worth its weight in gold, it is in the. spirit 
of modern manufacture, to turn the vil<est 
materials to the most important uses : and 
wherever this is; done effectually, the invcni 
tion by which' it is accomplished becomes 
inestimable. If I can do with .oyster shells^ 
what you cannot perform without a combus' 
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iion of diamond, or a solution of orientel 
pearls; have not I infinite adyaatage over 
you in this point of comparison. Even the 
vilest linen rags may jbe manu&ctured into the 
richest wire-woven paper^ How foolish were 
it, then, to despise the power of the Leading 
jirticlesy on account of the meanness or in- 
congruity of their materials 2 

CobheWs Works. 

But, if among things of this, nature, there 
wete any one worthy of decisive preference, 
I should particularly recommend the weekly 
pamphlets of that great wit and profound 
statesman Mr. Cobbett. Never was there 
another such instance, of what powj^r may 
be exercised over English understandings by 
all that the critic, the classical scholar, the 
philosopher, and even the man of tolerably 
refiaed common sense, pretend to despise. 
His logic may be, perpetually, that of the 
madman^ who from wrong principles, draws 
conclusions which are not rightly deducible 
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ifroratbem^-^-^or, ikmi o£ the ideai who, hav*- 
tvex ir%ht liif prHKi(les^ &Hft aeot <eiiei^ ef 
thottglit to treason rigiidy ftmt Uka. Let 
Ills •qmltttiM of pnrrerbs be ali«iidaii*«ri 
iiMfiscrinmiaitiiig as <tMKt of Saacfao Paasa. 
Lot bis itMstork vemmd one oiAy ef soar 
*»man^beMr fiom €lli9iidl<«treet, and ^4^ii« 
ed ox-gall from CUnwutifcet. Giant, tinit 
never man exercised snch imperious annihi* 
lating despotism oyer the roles of grammar 
since father Adam gave their proper names 
to &e iiriirtes. I oontend not iiitt«¥ta )att the 
heroes of Ae Dnnctad, and all tfieir sncoes- 
'sors laiutterod ^ogctbor., could tacfaibit a tichar 
or mor^. yftiied «blmdance af examples, of 
the Bailbos, Cbanifae;iages*Qf Cobbet^daae 
affibrd. I wiH "even owa^^tetSus^praiilKsiD 
geografiby and cfaroooh^y, eseBcke a povdr 
fyver time and i^aoe which not Homar nor 
fihakespeai^ ever kaem. Nor duSi i maktj 
that Sir Gregory Gatsetteis not in comfHri- 
-son with hka, a Tery Argus of early aad cor- 
rect intelligence ; the Upb&lstererot Murpby 
a mimcle of politioal sagacity and iaresigbt' 
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I oY€^ Hgret vfiih Ms QpfQne9k9j that maUce 
ii^xm fwm pokon to ¥«pid filth— :cub it disiih 
from Us. pes : — km YersakiHiy of piinciple I 
sball »ot de9y to be thai of a weaiheixock^ 
B»tf whMi of all this f Jin ireekl j pamplilets 
areeagfirlj pixckased by members of padda*^ 
mmU and by oihn poBOfm ol tfaa satteTank 
of tife and intelli^MOfi. They are praised, 
quoted, mod re&ixed to^ by aH but mere 
podantB IB. taste and fauindnun wificbn. 
Peen and i»|iiiiioni»is, Uuda spirftual and 
tampordl.giTe CyiihoiCiraa ai^tborky, monesr 
than m»ckBt^Miey HatAefl, the Bible, or.the 
Joaraais of eiihi^ House. Mr. W * '■ m , . m 
ne^er picoposed lo enct a staiue of goid to 
his nosier, B'-'^ce. . 01 i«diatiBhiJ0«tioB& of 
iaapiratioo and instruetioB nuoMt be aot, ihea^ 
ha^sefaeen consciaiis tovaids G»bhflt,«henhe 
0oahi) in tibeh^uie of GoounMip, makoiBich 
a piopoaition in his &m)r^ as to eecct, ia 
honoac s£ his political .gQahia, his statao in 
%eiAB eoXiZK. There ia sc^r^t a oaiuiitry gear 
tfettiaii in Eaglalid, idioie mxJbi gtonding is 
not either afaoye or under th^ eommoa l^'d of 
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intellect in honest John Bull's fiunUj, but 
takes in Cobbefs register. Many an inge- 
nious man of other consequence in society^ 
prides himself in writing letters for insertion 
in Gobbet's numbers, which, though anony« 
mous, aie not without marks to indicate 
the author to their particular friends. These 
facts mark the importance of the study of 
Gobbet's register. , Not that I would es^pe^t 
of our young Oxford or Gambridgebachdor 
to read every number of this«prec]oas work. 
Who, indeed, does read it ? To buy it, to 
pay for it, to mark the contents, to cull from 
it some few flowers of Billingsgate abuse, and 
some^paradoxes of Gotham politics, will be 
quite enough. But, 'if this be repeated, 
week after week, till Gobbet cease to writer 
the student wUl become more entirely master 
of all this political sage's wisd<»n, than if 
he should set to, in a manner too intemper^ 
ate,— ^and should like a certain famous States^ 

man and orator, (surely not Mr. S y 

W M ? ) endeavour to commit to me- 

morg, verbatumy the whole works of Peter 
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^Porcupine. It is enough that you be able 
* to say boldly, that you " have seen the Cob- 
*^ BET of last week,^' and to declaim with 
violence in its praise. Should you, by any 
accident, afterwards betray, in conversation, 
that you have been extolling that which you 
had not read ; even the pedants will forgive 
-you when you shall briskly reply, that you 
^' had rather praise than read it." Who, 
indeefd, dees, now, think it necessary to read 
v^ny new publication, before he assumes the 
^authority of extolling or condemning it ? 
'Must the ass swallow the thistle before he 
rshall be at liberty to reject it as too dry and 
^rotten even for his taste ? Shall the groom 
be compelled to chew and digest every sample 
of hay and oats that is presented to him, in 
^order to his making a choice for his horses f 
. Js it forbidden, to praisea beautiful woman, 
<or to run from the presence of a diseased and 
ugly one, without having kissed her eyesu 
thousand times, sucked her breath, and twin- 
ed her to oue's bosom ? Finally, of the works 
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pf QoiMf I caa qbIj «a^ ffirther, Na<$urn4 
V^rsciU moHUy venaie diurnu* 

list of Dancing to a Statesman. 

TUe bi^ ihyik I should w^ t(^ recoij^ir 
jp^end in the home-ediicatiQn of t|ie ivXxm 
IWiifiiter, is tbat he be oiareftiUy ki^ruptef} ib 
the ^^ ART OF bakcing/' T^ hnmciruHi 
fkBd the ignorant may laugh at such apri^f 
.position : but, inen of refined sense 9114 d^p 
penetration will receive, it in a very difl^i^ent; 
manner. Who has not heard of the French 
candidate fox public employma^it, whose pe«> 
titioni though presented in Balzac prose, in 
Quinault poetry, and ev&x si^ig ;in l4uffi 
j^iusic, would, after all, have f«Uled, if be 
had not luclaly -bethought hims^f of pi^g^ 
posiiig to cbncie it, and da4C?d it with $ii^b 
^r^c^ aiud power, that }^ putf 01^ t^tudd »p 
lo^er deny him any thing ? ^fh^i havje 
jdk4 Cba^peHorp ^nd Chmc^d(Hr9 a/ tJk^ JEjj- 



fictenc J in Darling ^ There is^ ia fiict, 
mudi store of a mysicrkyus conoexion be» 
twe^ the bead a^ict the heels^ t&a» i^e wprbl 
is well aware of. Mr* P — r, fiiiiaiicial laiiii^* 
ier of the o&rniirjy at a time whenkg resour^^c^ 
ifmere aboiidaat and impr^viipg, mxglU con* 
^rire to Ami the w^ys and ineaafi, year aft(^ 
year^ wiib<Mit possessing feni«s to rua a reel^ 
to. waUc a mlR^iety to out capers in a horn- 
|)ipe, or to lead down a country-dancer 
Sat, Wis n^t the couiiiry ruined by such 
goings on ? Wene not its financial resources 
lexhausted alniost inrdirieyablyy when he es- 
caped by death from the difficaUies iat^ 
"Which he Jiad been wiabje to. hincter affairs 
from deeUning ? Who but a successor, .the 
tirely yet regulated mov^pn^nt of whose h!ed$ 
was ccm^iauidly ^og^g the inventive powers 
^ im heady loould have been able 4oT-^tore 
^and maintain public credilt in a crisis like 
ibis ? Wlio bnt a Cbiii»odtor of the ^che- 
^uer wttb taknts, and a eultere of thena, that 
would quafify him mm io be master of th? 
€0BGm/mim at Mai^ate;, m tb^ yery jlrat 
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tau^lier of Scotch steps, in London, could 
have so ingeniously contrived to find so much 
of the supplies for 1806, by an increase of 
the DIRECT TAXES. ,-*4axes lyhich, taking 
the subjects money out of his pocket, with- 
out suffering him to suppose, that he has 
bought with it, any thing to consume, 
whether luxury or necessary, thus oblige 
him to feel all the value of the sacrifice that 
is extorted from him, — ^taxes which operate 
upon John Bull, in the true spirit of the 
iloman tyrant's direction to his executioner, 
Jta feriii ut se sentidt mori. Who but a 
financier of dancing practise, could have so 
dexterously taken up the pig-iron of the 
country to be taxed — and then so nimbly 
shoved it down, and from him, again? 
There was the very skill of a ballet-master in 
the care to enlarge the treasury company 
with the new auditors of accompts. Besides, 
as the stepS) in dancing, beat time to music; 
why may they not beat time, also to the oper- 
ation of arithmetic, and to the details of Fi- 
nancial calculation ? A wise and spirited 
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miiiister, while he seems to be only^ capering 
in a jigy or imitating the feints and extasies 
of loye in a fandango, may be,, all the while ; 
Jedediah Buxton-^ing it, at the calculation 
of a new tax, — or may be verifying and unr 
proving the whole scheme of the budget for 
the year ! To attain to due skill in the art 
of such financial importance, it may be not 
^improper to send the rising senator, for some 
short time, to Edinburgh. Though he go to 
Edinburgh, it is not to pore out his eyes in 
study. No : he may lend his ears occasion^ 
ally to the professors who teach,, that no 
i^ause has an. effect^ and no effect, a cause : 
Jie may prate away, at times, in some specu' 
lathe society. For the rest,-^let him dance,-— 
and affect, from the precocity of his vast 
jtalents, and the advantages of his previous 
education, to give the ton in every company^ 

Foreign Travel. 

< To consummate this education, he must, 
at length, proceed upon foreign xRAVELi 
A Swiss VALET, qualified to provoke and 



\ 



46 PRfil^lMtirAftr CfATCAnON, 

ape the vices, as oeensuHiallf it> ttepteseil 
the person, of his master, must be his fatow> 
rite attendant. He maj take with bio>, also^ 
some intriguing French Abb^, Count, or 
Chevalier, chosen out of the illustrious band 
of the emigrants, to be his tutor. NoC 
having had the good fortune to be amcm^ 
those whom Bonaparte detains at Verdunj 
he cannot, while the war continues, go to pay 
his court at St. Cloud, or to stiLdy jacobino 
ismi, serritude, personal nastiness, and gri« 
mace, at Paris. But, he may take shipping 
for the Baltic ; he may pop in upon hfi 
majesty of Sweden, at Stralsund, at Stocks 
holm, or perhaps at Bekascog. He may 
pay his respects to the hereditary prince of 
Denmark, at Copenhagen. He may proceed 
to pass his winter at St. Petersburgh. I 
would nc^t absolutely advise him to make 
the tour to Archangel or Siberia. But, he 
may very properly pay a hasty visit to 
Moscow ; hurry through the Crimea to 
Odessa ; descend tbe Mack sea to Constanti<» 
iiopie. At Constanttaople, he can smoke^ 
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swallow opiurii, try the deligbte of a seraglio, 
entice the Turks to get drank witi wine, in 
de&ince of the law of Mahomet. It may ht 
left to his own choice and convenience, 
whelhi^ he will sHrrey the road of Abottkir, 
the sand-hills of the approach to Alexandria^ 
Alexandria itself, and those other scenes in 
Egypt so illustrious by th^ transcendant di^ 
plays of British valotir* Enthusiasm might 
suggest as much. But, I do not see that it 
can haye much to do with the primary ob- 
jects of out yoang M. P.*s travels. If Aot 
-afraid of approaching too near to the com 
-fines of Bonapartes^s circle, he may visit tht 
court af Vienaa, and follow the Archdukes 
-to the encatnpments of the imperial troops. 
If he have, in him, much o(k bold spiritof ad'* 
ventute, let him peftetrateto Cattaro. He may 
get thence, how he can, to Corfu, and from 
Corfu to Maka. If he choose to visit Sicily 
and Sardinia, let him. On his return, hb 
may peep into G9>^aHftr : am), at last, he 
may kHter, for a wbile^ and warble love-song«i 
ynkh Lord 8t r ' "' d , at Lisbcnft, From It^ 
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bon, his course will be quick and straight to 
Falmouth. Should he &U into the ham!» 
of the French ; he will only see so many 
more countries. Such an event might evcB 
be desirable, were it not for the risk of his 
being detained too long from entering upon 
his high political destination at home. 
J do not absolutly recommend to send him 
on a tour, through the United States of 
North America ; unless it bs the design of his 
family, that he should marry a Lady of the 
blood of the Wa&hingtons ; and should, at 
a future time, return to the seat of the An- 
glo- American Government, in the high char- 
acter of Ambassador from His Majesty of 
Q ^B . To complete his Goryat en- 
terprises, it will not be amiss, that as soon 
as may be after his return from abroad, he 
make excursions to the lake of killarney, the 
bog of Allen in Iieland, the height of Ben 
Xomon, and the Caledonian Canal in 
Scotland, the lakes of Cumberland, the 
iron-works of Colebrookedale, the potteries 
pf the Wedgewoods^ the mints of Bir*^ 



rOIlEtGN'TRATEL«. " 4t> 



■^^■"*i"Wi 



mingham^ and the tin mines of Corn« 

But, though I recommend so much travel 
io this ambitious youth ; far be it from me to 
propose, that he should harrass himself in it, 
ynih flie study of laws and policy, of lan- 
guages and literature, of arts military or 
•ciyil, of the science of the Heavens, or of any 
part of that science which numbers and ar- 
t^nges tiie things of th6 earth. I am not sd 
absurd. To have the benefit of rapid loco- 
motion; to lose the prqudices of a mere 
liome-bred Englishman ; to sow his wild 
tmts at a distance from the contempt of those 
whom he is hereafter to represent, as a legis- 
lator ; to make the most of the ser\dlity and 
supple dissipation of his tutor and valet ; to 
«hew an English youth to Europe, precisely 
^uch as the novels, the travelers, the smart 
^atirists^ and the philosophers of France and 
Germany, liave long represented our English 
youth to be, to exchange the easy purity of 
Englisli* speech for a Babylonish dialect, a 
lingua Franca, made up of- a hash of 

£ 
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phrases out of all the langua^ of JSuco^; 
to acquire the Munchausen right to boast of 
halr-b|p^dtb, esicap^, and advcDituies of in- 
credible iQtriepidity ; to gain a r^ht to speak 
Qf foneign affaixs in parliament ivitb any 
boldpess ef impertinance and absurdity: 
These are the proper objects fcnr ivhich our 
youth has travelled. 11^ r/stums^ of course^ 
a connoisseur in all tt^e maz^ of p^ssio% 
vice, and folly, known in Europe He is 
qualified to be an Envoy, a Plenipotentiary, 
or an ambassador, whenever he shall have 
interest and parliamentary consequence to 
obtain any such appointpxenC Or shoul4 
the tup of tbins^s require this of him ; hj? 
may even sacrifice the honour of h^ couur 
try, and the last l^opes of European inder 
pendence, to the artifices of some new-made 
prince of Benevento, with all the frankness 
and forward gullibility of Mx- F*— . N^Ji 
he may afterwards c^end. the sacrifice witl^ 
eloquence as nasal, as monc^nous^ as in?* 
comprehensible in it3 logic, and as perplex- 
ingly incongruous in it^ iUcts, as, that 0/ 
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Lord H himself. And, if a sapient 

ministry should find the thing necessary toita 
salvation ; he may become quite as fit, upoix 
occasion, to enact the 'scape — ^goat, even a& 
poor good Lord Y ^th ! 



CHAPTER 11. 



Of Elections. 



Different Places to be represented. 

When the momentous aera arrives, 9I 
"which our accomplished youth is to offer 
himself a candidate for immediate dectioi 
into the senate ; lie may be, more or less ad- 
vantageously situate in regard to electiqjt 

INFLUENCE. 

Perhaps, he has the command of what is 
called a close borough. 

Or, possibly, he may be Altera l^pes of a 
family that maintains to itself, by a sort of 
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prescriptive right, .the representation* of 

some countjf. 

, Or, he may be able ta secure aseatt<> 

himself by a congi d^elire from the 

minister. 

Or,, he may be without family or minis-^ 
terial influence ; and may have no way to 
secure his election but by paying down the 
money for it. 

. Or, he may try the enterprize, and it may 
be justified by the. magnitude of his fortune^ 
to attempt the glory of creating the new 
£imily and personal influence, in some 
county or b(»rough, by the merit of an ex- 
pensiye and hazardous competition. 

Or, perhaps, he may have it in his choice 
to come in, as the dependent of an opposi- 
tion peer, or commoner of great election in« 
fluence. 

Close Boroughs. 

A CLOSE BOROUGH, iu a gendeman's owiv 
c(mmiand^ is, truly, a very snug thing. 
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The smaller the population 'of 
rough; it is for election uses, » 
betted. Old Sarum is, in t&& ) 
best borougth-pi^c^rty ih Engl 
for the convenience of men < 
devoutly to be wished, that all ch 
having elective franchises, were 
the tome state. What a happj 
all the borough-population were 
villages, having, like Manchest 
tivc rights, — and all the borou^ 
franchises were cdn&ied to the 
cienl boroughs, exhibiting now 
ubi IVoja fuU ! Had we but, 
reign countries are said to have 
good old tiine, a premier dub 
moner of overgrown wealth to 
ample, within his burgage-pro 
grand consummation might, nc 
accomplished. In the mean tii 
unpleasant to know, that our Ei 
at their nuptials, adopt the very i 
l^ho, in the easteirn tale, are rej 
eetebratinj^ the glory of Sultan 
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a-ndsing, "long live J ofN-^^ : for,, 

^' while he survives, we shall never want 
'^ depopulated burghs !" 

These close burghs are, in truth, a pro- 
perty troublesome and ticklish perhaps even 
more than in proportion to its value. How- 
ever dependent upon you, their wretchedpof- 
"zoaUoppers ; you are ever held still more in 
dependence on them. They must be watch- 
ed, cockered, threatened, humoured, and 
checked, with endless solicitude. After 
all, it shall go hard with them ; but, sooner 
or later, one or another will find means tp 
plot against the lord ofthemanor^s power. 
And, if that superior be a weak man, of 
feverish irritability of temper ; ten to one 
but he may be driven, at length, to sell his 
burgh, in order to rid himself of the vex- 
ations it produces to him. 

But, the youth who has been prepared, 
on my plan, for political life, must not act 
tlwis with his faftiily borough. He must 
hold the unruly beast tight by the head; 
He ttitist use whip mid spur with spirit. He 
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may, now, stroak the mane, and cry " Sa! 
so ! good brute !*' Again, let him fix hin\* 
self firm in the saddle, and subdue the un- 
ruly animal into temper. He who will 
have and hold suchl^ prize, must pay the 
price. £ut, the education he has had, has 
been adapted to make my young senator 
delight to pay it. And, it is a peculiar re- 
commendation of the value of a close ba-^ 
rough J that, to be its representative, a gen- 
tleman wants less of that troublesome bau- 
ble. Character, than is required in the caa- 
did{|,te to represent any other place, whether 
borough or county, which stands not in this 
.previous relation to him. 

A County. 

To represent a great county, is the ^rand 
ambition of most of our commoners of large 
fortune. But, the thing is a bauble which 
should be left to those who prize it, and are 
good for nothing else but to wear it. Have 
you not an unimpeachable personal charac- 
ter; you can hardly prevail in the com- 
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petition for such an object. If your 
character be of the first rank for pub- 
lic virtues and political talents^ its very 
splendour and dignity will only create 
jealousies against you, and invite rival can- 
didates to affect the honor of being success- 
less competitors with a person of your ack- 
nowledged importaace. The electors for a 
county are apt to demand a disagreeable 
and solicitous respect and attention, not only 
from the candidate for their suffrages, but 
from liim who has got the majority, during 
the whole time of his being their represen- 
tative. He has all the proud jealousies of 
the gentry to bear, and all the rude inso- 
lence of the rabble of forty shilling free- 
holders. He must make himself their 
drudge, their beast of burthen, their sturdy 
beggar solicitor to fetch and carry, scramble 
and importune, at their demand, and for 
their interest or humour, without ever bring- 
ing hi^ own into account. And there are so 
many Road-bills, £state-billjs, Inclosure-bUIs, 
Petitions, RemoostranCes, &c. &c. from his 
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county, to he introduced into pMurKament, 
and^ by^-'liis agency, coadocted througli it, 
tliat it is whoHy impossible for him who doe^ 
the bosiiiei^ of these inrith faithfulness and 
assiduity to hare leisure to distinguish him- 
aelf in matters of general testation ; or td 
aqpire to appointment to ministerial fuiictionsk 
Couniy^representation suits none but men of 
moderate tidents and secondary ambition. It 
is to be left to him i^ho, for the gratification 
of fancying himself the first gentleman of 
his county, is willing to make himself, its 
most implicit and subservient slave. His 
highest hope can be only of a Peerage to his 
family upon some fortunate occasion when 
the jealousies of his constituents shall not for- 
bid his temporary co-operation with minstei^. 
He is to pride himself upon a steady disdain 
of official power and emolument. He is to 
speak, rather in order to shew — ^what are his^ 
sentiments, and what the sense of his consti** 
tuaits, than to illuminate by his knowledge^ 
or to persuacte by his eloquence. Heistd 
boM himself infiu^tdy remote from aU sus^ 
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]^icion of ihe designs of ti political advett* 
turer. He is to strive merely to approve 
himself, a nam of teeight, by his honesty of 
intention, by his fortnne and scale of expense^ 
and by the si!tbsistenoe of at perpetual good 
understanding between him and a majorit;^ 
of his constituents. No I No! This will 
never do for the young man who is educated 
to ascend by ihe ladder of Pariiamentary 
efocjueticc and activity, to the very height of 
Itlinist^nal Gne^toess* 

And yet,* there may be an instance in 
which a young man of bold political ambi<« 
tion, thbugh t^rith more money than wit, 
i^Hall find the struggle of a contested electidfl 
for a county,— =-far possibly the most humeri 
dds, the most refractory, the most tumul- 
tuous, the', nrost licentiously independent, 
body of freeholders in the empitie, — ^to be 
ttie enterprisie the niosl exactly silitted to hiii 
isj)ifit, and to such talents, as Gdd aiid Na- 
thte have gifted him with. It is right, that 
there should be a beast for every different 
tort of burth«n.-^I feci an inclination to Ifcmf 
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my best advice to. erery one that aspires te 
consequence^ as an.agitator in state afiairs*— ^ 
I shall^. therefore, not scruple to suggest th« 
arts and practices by ivjhich I thmk such a 
candidate the most likely to succeed to his 
wishes^ 

He must be sure to set out in fierce and 
loud opposition to the government interest. 

He must raise, among the rabble, a hue-» 
and-cry against the government, as ever in 
foul conspiracy, or in open hostiUty against 
the Arahehises of the county to which he de-^ 
3ircs ta recommend himself.. 

He must insist, that the liberties of that 
county are gone for ever„if he be not imrne*- 
diately chosen their protector. 

He must represent the common order of 
law and justice within the county, as the 
most barbarous violence of oppression. No 
matter, however much it be the very revense 
of that. He has but to say the word, to 
stand obstinately by it, to bid defiance to re- 
futation and conviction ; the clamorous idfe 
and dissolute to whom it is impossible, that 
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teyen the mildest of this world's laws should 
-be a friend, wiU not hil to take up the accu* 
nation with fierce belief, and to re-echo it, 
•till the claipour shall confound the senses of 
Jail around, even to the degree of persuading 
or rather stunning the weaker of the sober- 
.minded, out of the unbiassed, unquesti(»ud)le 
Jmowledge of their ownimderstandings* 

He must not^think of such an enterprise, 
if he ^ave not the fortune of a Nabob to 
Javish upon it. He^nust confine his whole 
expenditure within this >channel. No 
horses ; no hounds ; no mistresses ; no cha- 
rities : nothing to Sci^ice, Literature, or the 
Arts, unless perhaps to some old AbbiSieyeSy 
distinguished only by low but dark cunning, 
and by tJie wildest and most diabolical poli- 
tical misanthropy : nothing for the impro^e- 
jnent of his estates, nothing for the relief of 
•unprpsperous tenants, ev^en in years of general 
calamity : nodiing ipr ^splendour of domes- 
tic establishment, nothing to honourable 
•hospitality, little or hothing to the comforts » 
^r decncey of a wife, or to the education of 
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JUb duUiw.-rlfo ^Uldroa;! Let him evei 
4k9Qs^ oS them 9$ SirFxattcm WnQngheni 
4isiW^;o{ hi&tjTo^Qgec^sws and dftu^bkn 
:«Iiett hr <XM)k bis fioooM jiwoicgir up tolioiir 
4m^ (^ tk(9 o^i: haodr let hin, iscalAer, oi 
disideii, fat, hisk dbQtioiirend&. He must hw/ 
mii%f bu}|yhe% scnUbden, good ^Qoj£fi, bad 
Tote^ UnHkj p^ury^ dedaiiners^ liawken^ 
^UaKni^ M!Jbu)fe conespoiidi]ig-«Q6i£liea. He 
««iU6t giye witfioiul baggHng. He must eoa.^ 
:yince the imbbte of biis ek^tioa^gitatoEi, 
ihut he.i9 s^ fatted ^cidf such a^ will cutap t0 
^Btts^ aati^fiM^JiKi in the (^awlydod wil^ taUov 
"well upou the kulpies» 

He must accuse his.tivr^lg aindad!rer8airk» 
fl$ e¥ery imaginable feul practice. He most 
not hesitate himself to empfejr^ if he caft 
^ f^YAoiage^ every un&ir art which he 
imputes io them* He must^ by whateycr 
^dajdng subornation, procure damniag evi^ 
dence that they are guilty of wh^teyerfae 
choses ia aecusf^ them.of. He must repei^ 
the. fkxs^ iv^ the &ce of , ey^y dft* 
fence^ howeyer seemii^gly irrefragable* H^ 
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liD^ijist^ at aU ha^ar^S) (glamour his ^^h^M^gf^ 
ifito full popijilftr }^lAcf^ 
,' Yi^ijLajft ip avail Um^d^ pf evay qsiper 
clj^njt by iirbi^b eTea a sii^glp^^ vote n^^ ^ th^^ 
j^lll^tion^ b^ a4djf(i to tibiQse wUch are giyeif 
fpf bu^sdf ; or one voter vi(Uhb^ from comr 

l^tlfim sy^ his^^ mobs toiatenrupt the.pfX)gi^ 
of his 9^pp<»iQnJte tf>the sceue pl^the ela^tif^a; 
omit no arti^ce nor eyea violence ta pp>traQ|L 
or precift^t^ the pro<:c)Q(^Qgft. tp hi^ om^ conr 
yeni^^iee; av^a^ aad emh^rKiss the ii^unir 
iqg offi(^rsby th^ ii9pi|ycl:eiice^ thip pei^xe4 
spphistrjr^ th^ tongue-49Pgbt|ne8|$ of his asr 
si^tani couns^l^ and his inspectors o£ votes ; 
cpfifoundthp^iybo come tp voteagain^thim^ 
by the bawUng ribbaldry of bis gapgs of 
i^ob-bajranguers ; impute every fqi^ {HT^ctice 
ta.tbps^ w)iQ ar^ against himj ai^d un^erthi^ 
i^v^r^ ^i\g\ at no foul piractice.^ hiif|self ; . 
ji^petd^y in^pQ^b the impj^j^j^lity of the- 
returi^ii^ P^cer$ ; dovie ihsm^ if PI^^I^) tp 
Tip}^ tlies law of ekotJp» 6^ liWB!l*¥>aB# 
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if in this unsucoessful, and worsted in tbe 
contest, after every effort, let him, tben^ 
move Heaven and Earth, if he can, witk 
cries of partiality, corruption, and injustice, 
against thecompetitor who has prevailed, the 
freeholders supporting him, the returning of* 
ficers, the government, the court, the laws, 
the constitution, the whole policy and man- 
ners of the country he belongs to. He is to 
hazard every extremity of perseverance in 
the contest. He is to support himself boldly 
by holding a legion of myrmidons ready 
sul)orned to vouch upon oath whatever he 
^hall dictate, whether in his own favour or to 
blacken and overthrow his adversaries. He 
•must endeavour to his aid, all the idle, the 
weak-minded, the discontented, the disscAutej 
throughout the empire. He must strive to 
make himself so much the more for his defeat 
the first, the most turbulent, tbe most daih 
gerous of demagogues. He must not hesitate 
to sacrifice to the rabble be has gathmed 
round hiQi> his family, kh finrtune, god all 
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the other interests he has in the world./ For 
his reward, let him trust to the gratitude of 
dhe mob, to his consciousness of exalted and 
disint^ested patriotisni, to the felicity of 
having galled the hearts of his adversaries, 
and .made them odious, to the chance of a 
revcdution that shall raise him to be to the 
•Bonaparte^ the Cromwell, the Jack Cade, 
4Mr the Mas-Aniello of his country ! 

This is the true career for him to pursue 
-who feels, that he has a vocation from Na« 
ture for such an entcrprize. Nor let his en- 
deavours be thought mischievous. Activity 
of all sorts is the grand duty of man in poli- 
tical life. Let each man foUow his genius i 
but stfll be doing-— still keep moving. The 
chapter of accidente^ will make all turn out 
for the best. What alow stage of improve- 
ment must all human society have been in, at 
this moment, had it not been for those great 
spirits who, in every country, and in every 
ngCf have, from time to time, turned ail 
topsy-turvy ; and^ with blind bother-headed 
ambition, putting in hazard all that should 
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kiEiye been priy^t^Iy dear to theifAselYes, Ii«?i 
thus acquired, w thejf ttii«k, a rigbt 6 
Ua^raple upoi^ the Mtiquitted orda? of ^oeiefy. 
SMid tbf CQ«#nQii ioAerests of hiusi^^, iv 
their pleasure, Y qu nuiy ieH me, that a 
M^Uy ruDninf 9^ v^uek is q« harmlei^ beini 
ii^ (comparison iivitb tlie ent^ri^es and the 
tdTH^il of $ucli political a»bitiaB a^tliii. 
But, pray, mv^ tbefp ^vcar vmc\x good doi* 
anioDg maol^ind, ivithout cairyiog a good 
deal of arfio^ alo^g with it ? 

Another County Contest. 

TIam^ ip anotbec speckles of contort foe tke 

superiority in a ^ountiy^l^etioii that irequires 

ako, a wiW boldness ajid ma»y sacrifices op 

fh© part ^ the Doa Quixote caiMtid^te i«to 

;;i4ventiires i» it. 

It i^ wke^ a man of high talmite, of gt^ 
eip^rii^nce, oomiderahl^ in the estin^sitioft d 
the puWic, wA already in, i^Kkportsmt oflM^J 
employwcat; having, however, i^ biaeom* 
po8Hip% a dftsh q£ tlie eci^^fttiic, the cupii- 
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,j the romantic ; forgets piain convex- 
;e and utility ; and sets an imaginary 
;, fixes the point of honoar for birtrtdf^ 
irrying the election for a cotmty, in 
h, above all crthers, there are tlie strong- 
nejudices against him, the stillest thicket 
)stacles opposing any probability of bis 
ei8S. 

ch men there have been. 8tich a man 
be at present. li there one who ha*^ 
educafted to prefer the ingenlofis s^ Ih^ 
doxica) to the true? Who cbnteiAn6 
ruism comimon-plaCes of vulgar e^pe-- 
e .? Who delights in subtleties afld re*^ 
leuts to the entire exclftsiutt ^f sober krgi<5 
of rational inductioii from kiu political 
itations ? Whdsie converse has beeii 
ly with flighty orators and system-ittoA^* 
? Wk) poBsesses t^nflir suffidieii^ i^ 
?y him to a certain ^gr«e fm being cm • 
dly in love with evM the follies and th# 
iiesses &( }m gcniusi ? Wh<> caxl make 
elf the champion of boxing I Thtt ^«N 
r<tf biiU4)ai4ng 3^ Wfer ^m dtemand 
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statues of gold to a vUer and duller Iscti 
Hackney tkan ever befi^re bdfouled pa 
even m England I Who would provide 
the defence of his own country by disara 
its fighting men ? Who would perfect 
discipline of its armies by turning ovei 
soldiers to p^isioned idleness, in the e 
pirime of their years ? Whose orator] 
but a linsey-wolsey texture of subtleties, 
any fancies with the coarsest witticismi 
vulgar life? Whose elocution is freez! 
while his words and sentiments are hot as 
focus of a volcano ? Who, instead of stu 
ing conciliation, delights to obtrude pre 
sitions the most revolting to common se 
in a manner the bluntest, the most direct, 
least accommodating to the previous iden 
^hers, the most oflfensive to their prejudi< 
If such o man there be; this, this is fat 
pique himself upon making such an unne 
sary attempt as I ha vie, above, supposed 
force himself upon the choice of si 
county. 

To succeed^^e must, no doubt, in 
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first place, declare, that ibis object is the 

Tery acme of bis^ ambition. This may give 

the alarm to his adversaries ; and teacb 

them^ where and how to direct their hostilities. 

a^inst him with the most certain effects 

But, it is frank and fair. It is consonant to* 

that wonted principle of his conduct by 

which he has always proposed any thing un* 

popular without glozing it over by the arts of 

prudence and insinuation Foolbardii^ss is^ 

many times, very becoming in a great 

man ! 

- His next care must be to comiect himself 
with an associate and coadjutor, whose prin* 
ciples and political connexions have be^i 
hitherto, the most that can be imagined, at 
variance with his own. Let the new confe- 
derates, all at once, cling together like 
another Pylades and Orestes^ Let all which 
they, separately held dear before, seem vile 
in their common estimation, compared to ther 
faith and mutual attachment of their new 
alliance. This conduct will not fail to satisfy 
tbe electors to whom our candidate addrcsse» 
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kimaelf ; that it is their duty to change^ 
€¥ea as he has changed ; that a similar 
bDsom-friendship should, like an Igim 
Fatuusj be lighted up, all at once, be- 
tween him and them ; that he is, in short, 
possessed td a versatility of afl^tions and of 
principles, truly worthy of their choice. 

They ought, — I mean the two new confer 
derate8,-r-next, loudly to boast their resola* 
tion and their power. The electors should 
be told, , authoritatively, that the Quixotic 
new candidate has influence to carry his elec« 
tion in spite of any oppositiiNi his adversa- 
ries are able to make. Even his friends, ii 
any he have among the fredkoklers, should 
be taught, that, in voting for him, they do 
not so much confer a &¥Our as discharge a 
bounden duty from which they could not be 
•uffiered to swerve. This plain boldness will 
b^ foond commanding and overawing, Or, 
dMuId it not; it will be at least, quite in 
ftharacter fi» the befo ia whose favour it is 
emph^^. 

When the moiDest airiicss at which be iQtjjP 
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{>lead his cause before the assembled electors • 
let him accost them bravely. Let hhn meet 
their doubts and prepossesslpus i^rith lofty 
disdaiu. Let him uot hesitate to inform 
them, that he is much too good for them. 
Let him boast his talents, his virtues, his 
public services. Let him not fail to tdl 
them, how many bodies of much mote de- 
sireable constituents would be glad to be re* 
presented by him, while he prefers forcing 
himself on persons who Jove him not, pre* 
cisely because they do not love him. After 
thus galling the feelings of those whom most 
Others would have striven to pacify, to soothe 
and to conciliate, he may, of course, depart 
in the persuasion, that he htis, by his speech, 
made his election secure. 

In the mean time, let none of those pttLC^ 
tices of canvass be omitted, which, though 
continually reprobated, are constantly main» 
tained. Promises, threats, ffcate, even p^ 
euniary bribes are to be dealt otlt to the voters 
Separately, with an activity the most indefk<i 
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tigable. It is not the recourse to sucli pn 
tices, but detection in them, that is the d 
grace. Even if a minister, is our Quix< 
candidate to be, by that, precluded from a 
advantages of canvas which he should ha 
otherwise, enjoyed ? To be a minister^ is, 
enjoy a certain superiority over others. B 
where were the superiority, if he might n 
upon an occasion like this, break or elude i 
law. as freely as any simple individual? 

Let us suppose this adventurous candid 
elected : what a triumph ? No matter h 
liuspicious the practices by which he prevs 
ed, since his object is attained. In elect 
contests, as in love and war, all arts lare 
lowed. Besides, our hero aspires to g 
dignity to the country by becoming its t 
and faithful knight. He seeks but to hav 
right to act as the guardian of its interes 
If he has laid any sort of compulsion, dir 
or indirect, on the choice of the freeholdc 
it was only for their own good. And e^ 
the parliamentary orator of methodistic < 
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susirjr' will not deny, that where the ends 
ace so very good) the means cannot well be 
bad. 

What, if, after all, a petition of a rival 
candidate should pursue this good man into 
the house, — ^if his illegal practices should be 
clearly detected, — if his return should be 
pronounced void) — ^if tlie Patiriot^the Orator ,, 
the Statesman^ the Ministf^r should thus be 
exposed to the whole nation in the character 
of one that violates the fundamental princi- 
pks oi morality, tramples upon the laws of 
his country, strives to vitiate the representa- 
tion of the people, all for the sake of a mere 
whim, and because he would ratl^er be mem-f 
ber for a place of which the name is repre- 
sented by one combination of letters of the 
^alphabet, than for another place the name of 
which is denoted by a different combination 
of letters? 

Weill What of all this ? Nothing very 
distressing. The hero may console himself 
with the reflexion, that magnis cecidit ausis. 
And had he not^ in his own estimation at 
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least, BO vast a store of character that he may 
Vfell afford to part with some of it upon an 
occasion like this ? 

Great Borough Election Contest* 

There are many open boroughs, the repre* 
sentation of which may well become the ob* 
ject of vigorous and expensive election^ 
contests. 

I am far, indeed, from recommending to 
the young man educated expressly for the 
career of parliamentary and ministerial am- 
bition, to enter into such a contest. Let 
him, I shall still repeat, waste his energies 
and his fortune as little as possible in mere 
electioneering; but reserve himself for the 
intrigues, the contentions, the toils of the 
grand parliamentary scene itself. 

But, to represent one of the first botought 
in the Empire, may be, very fitly, in object 
of ambition to a man whom sudden luck in 
trade has put in possession of more money 
Haen he knows hew tp besteur ; and ifhpj 
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therefore^ aspires to the iinx)ortance of ex- 
p^iding a part of it in political bustle. 

I can figure to myself, for instance, a per- 
son of the meanest birth ; deeply impregnat- 
ed, from infancy, ^ith the mldest democra- 
tical principles; impudent, active, clever, 
yet destitute of temperate wisdom, and a 
stranger to true enlargement and elevation of 
mind. I can imagine to myself, that the ac*^ 
cid^ts of human business may have put 
such a person in the way to get a fortune, 
without expanding his mind or polishing his 
mannei^. Let him be supposed to return to; 
c^ium €um dignitate in hb native country 
while he is still in the vigour of life, and in 
ihe ardour of the selfish and ambitions pas- 
sions. Let him be flushed with his success ; 
by ignorance, full oi a conceit, that there is 
no rank nor office in civil life, above his ta-. 
lipnts or his deserts ; biyrning with envy of 
those who are above him, with hatred aad 
vengeful resolutions against such as have, at 
any time, stood in the way of bU success ;, 
sapid^ shain!des«9 bold in sf»eech> fearful m 
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the hazard of life ; sordid yet expensive ; 
with enough of the fool to be easily rendentl 
a dupe and a cully , yet not without a prodi- 
gions deal of disingenuous craft and fihessing- 
cunning. This is the very man to go boldly 
upon the forlorn hope of a contested bo* 
rough-election. 

My advice to him shall be short. Lei 
him begin with accusing and calumniating 
all that is eminent in the state* Let him 
satisfy the democratkal rabble that he ha» 
not departed from the principles of his early 
education* Let him teach the boldest 
among them, and those the most hearty in 
the cause of revolutionary uproar^ to whisper 
or exclaim to (Hie another, with chuckling 
joy, '^ He is one ofusJ*'* Let him hire 
mobs, lavish money, prompt tumultuous out* 
rage, muster fictitious scandal^ libel hisoppo* 
nents, the most foully, in newspapers and 
posting-bills. On^ the hustings, let him spare 
BO boldness of ribbaldry, no magnificence of 
self-applause, no impudence of fiilse pre- 
tence^ no deluMon of vain hope and decoy- 
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ing promise. Let him not hesitate to em- 
ploy against his Opponents such flatness of 
^contradiction and such vinilence of reproach 
as would expose any other man to the neces- 
«ity of giving satisfaction in single combat. 
But, our hero is safe : he is no fighting man : 
he is content to be but a Bourgeois Gentil" 
homme : he chuscs much rather to scold 
without drawing blood, like the hieroes and 
cliiefs of antiquity, than to Chalk Farm it 
like a Macnamara. Let him, then, proceed 
with this spirit in his [career till the elec- 
tion shall necessarily close. Is he returned ? 
It is well. Are his expectations frustrated ? 
Still, let him boast a victory. — Let him 
loudly complain of unfair practices by his 
t)pponents. Let him petition the proper tri- 
bunal against the return that excludes ; and 
let him renew all his calumnies, outrageous 
i^lamours, and disingenuous tricks, while he 
solicits the cause of his petition. Should he, 
by all these means, ultimately succeed ; one 
considerable height is gaiaed in the scale of his 
ambition. If he fail ^tirely ; and if his for- 
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tune shall have been^ in this wild-gooe chaoe 
' exhausted ; let him return to exercise his aXf- 
tivity in the practices by which he, at the 
. first, got his fortune. These will, at once, 
.give scope, as before, to the restlessne^ pf his 
rgenius, and prepare, and perhaps bring 
htm, with additional experience, a second 
fortune nunre suitable than what he^ at first, 
possessed, to the boldness of bis pc^tical 
ambition. Or he may cidl to bis friends of 
the rabble to make vpto him what he has ex- 
pended in foUowing their counsels, and 
shewing them game. They will not foil of 
heing as generous to him, as they were to 
John Wilkes, oi at kast, to Sir W — ^tk— n 
Xi s. 



Government Boroughs and Counties. 

A considefable numbef of boroughs and 
even counties are erer, at elections, under the 
decisive influence of govemment. This hap* 
pens in two ways. Eitlier the majority of 
the electors are the tenants, billed servants, 09 
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.iaimediate depencWts of the crown ; or eh^ 
the borough or county in question is bid, {|s 
it were^ at the feet of ministers, hy some 
Conunaner or Peer, who possesses the entire 
€X)ntrouI over it. In either of these cases, 
the true freedom of election may be said io 
be overthrown. 3ttt, such i^ the natural 
course of human things, in the present imr 
peitf^t condition of humanity. Gover^Jt* 
ment must engross all the powers it can lay 
hold of, otherwise these wiil be seued by 
those who seek to atchieve its dissolution : 
anKl, on the other hand, the subjects la^ust 
strive as much as post^ble to enlarge their 
Kberties, kst they should be reduced into 
aliyect servitude, even by the best of governr 
ments. On both sides there may be a violar 
tion of the principles of patriotbm find of 
deUcate moral rectitude, which neither party 
can satisfact(Nril;y defend. But, the impai;- 
tial spectator must acknowledge ; that if 
pi^Vidices, pareposfiesfiions, and self-interests 
operate^n the one side ; it is„ in the general 
cecanomy of things, not unfortunate, th^ 
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they should be counteracted by sim^ri*' 
teiests and prejudices from the other ^M 
If goyemment did not maintain an extensive 
election-infiuenoe, by such means as it hais 
in its hands ; its dissolution* would be quickly 
atchicved by the selfish and factious abuse of 
the election-influencer ofpri vate persons. If, 
on the other hand, the elections were, univer- 
sally, made without the interferrace of aoj 
spirit of opposition to the government ; free- 
dom of election would soon fall into dis- 
quietude ; and the liberties a[ the constitn- 
tion would be extinguished. All this, how- 
ever, only illustratj^ that admirable order of 
Providence which, in itK>ral and intellectual, ] 
as well in material nature, is constancy de- 
ducing good out of evil. It does not at all 
justify the votaries whether of government 
or of opposition, in acting upon other 
motives at elections, than those of the purest 
patriotism. Now I should not absolutdj 
forbid the adventurer whom I have educated 
for -making his fortune by politics, to ac- 
cept the representation of a goyemmeDt 
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boron^u, if hecan&ototiberwise obtiiiii a seiN; 
in the hMse. It is not however^ in i^y judg* 
mirait, the Bftost eligible iBpresentatioa for such 
& petscm. I e^Lplain under dnoAKT head, that 
it iiG( bcttet to make one^s first eflfotts 4»n the 
%iAe of <^|K)(»iiion4 

Somecf the plaees of which the dections 
mKi entirety in the i>6wer of gmenaamt. Ate 
Mled vrith inhabitants in the immediate em«> 
ptioyment of the goteminent ; and of course, 
tiberefore^ unwilling to giVe oflfence and risk 
liismigsal hy Ihwarting its wishes. That such 
people should lose their elective franchises 
because the goyenunent happens to have em« 
ployeid them, were unreasonable. On the 
ether hand, their votes cannot be given, tii 
auch -a situaticm, daly unbiassed. 

In other cases, peers or commonars with 
great election interest, resign the benefit of 
that interest to ministers upon certain condi- 
tions. It is scarce possible, that any arrange- 
ment of this nature should not be in contra- 
vention of the laws of patriotism and of recti- 
tude. But, what have politicians t0 do with 

G 
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a visionary morality, that cannot be 
plified in the ordinary conduct of man] 
A part, likewise, of the electi<Mi ini 
of goyernment, coiisisto in the assembl 
the separate and private election inter 
its different- ministers. It .is but reaso 
that he who fills an high office, and en 
large salary, should bring to govetmn 
vote or two in parliament. The vot^. 
are in this way ensured to government, 
fairly : for, it cannot be dishonest or 
in any man to give his voice, in the s 
in favour of measures which he has, hi 
upon mature deliberation, recommem 
the cabinet. The union of those seven 
cies of interest, it is that gives the gi 
ment that ascendmicy in the legislature, 
out which its necessary business cou! 
fNTooeed. 
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Opposition Boroughs. 

A part of the election interest of the coun- 
try is, ever, necessarily in ihe hands of men 
•whom the spirit sof partj^ or perhaps waa^ 
tlder principles, mwe to ^ploy it in oppo- 
sition to the;goveniment. These are great 
peers and commoners, who aspiretsontinuallj 
-to thwart an administration in which they are 
^ot themselves the principals. Their elec- 
.tion conduct is not more praise-worthy than 
that of the supporters of &e government ; 
neither is it mere dishonorable aiid' unpatrio- 
tic. A young adventurer in parliament who 
lias not a close borough of Ms own, cannot 
do better than accept' the representation of 
atiy opposition bcnrough for which he can get 
brought in, ftese of trouble and expense. On 
this side, he will have opportunity to gain 
advantages of reputation, to a&ct an out- 
rageous patriotism, and to act with a bold 
independence not so e^ily possible for him 
who begins his political career as a mere 
creature ^ the governnient. 
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Election Agents. 

AiiovG the many imprcnreiBrHts in At 
ttrts which disttngnish the close of tfte ei^ht* 
«en^ centary and the b^inning ^<^ the pre* 
MSit, is one Aat reduces borough-mongilig 
to a system, in which erery thing desirable 
isatchieyed, as it were, by a few re^lat 
operations of machinery. We haye noify 
surveyors ctf boroughs, just as well as sunrey- 
ors oi lands and buildings : we have agents^ 
who, with the address and the plain business 
management of any money-lender or auc* 
Ikmeer, are ready to find to venal electori 
the purchaser who win give the highest 
price, and to men of opulence desiring to 
become l^^isbton, the prise they want, for 
the money they are wiUing to lavish. 

Oub of these election agents shall, per* 
haps, be a man that has foisted his pretea« 
«ons to &ir character by the most notorious 
acts of perjury and bad ^Eiith. He may have 
betrayed those whom he enmared to the guilt 
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of bribery ; and may have had even his true 
evidence against them slighted, on accoimt 
<tfthe general turpitude of his conduct. Let 
bim be such a person as no man would yield 
himself to the contamination of assomting 
with) but to employ him to the uses of hk 
vocation.— Yet, let bim, on the otb» haad, 
possess, or pretend to possess, some tolerable 
knowledge of the state of election influence 
at most of th^ boroughs in the kingdom, 
let him be known among the voters, as a^maa 
practised in all the foul arts of election in^ 
trigue; let hun get recoimnended fwakffl 
in such arts, to those who are prompted to 
aspire to be legidatctts, more by the vanky 
of affluoice thim by conscious wisdom. He 
shall not, in this oue, fiul tohe made mudk 
of cm an election year ; he i^all negotiito 
not a little of election business ; and heshall^ 
at thk time, perhaps pocket money enough 
for his subsistence in hixury tiU another 
seventh gear's harvest returns* It w31 be 
the safer to use him, since he has prevkmsly 
forfeited all chaiMter [to that d^ee, thit^ 
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if he should even^ upon, any misunderstand^' 
^^9 S^ ^ betray hb principal, his testimonj 
could not, in any court of law^ obtain Mik 
against you. 

There is another sort of eleetion-undef' 
taker, who executes things of this natuR 
upon a scale still greater. He may be either 
banker or contractor,.sohe but possess the most 
prompt command of money to an immense 
amount. He anticipates the approach of the 
season of election, and by the aid of subor^ 
dinate agents, and .the lavish distribution of 
his money, holds himself in readiness to se- 
cure the election of any representative hs 
pleases for any of the boroughs of which 
others were not irrevocaUy masters before he 
conmienced his enterprise* He then^ as it 
wete, opens shop for the general accommo- 
dation of the opulent who wish to have seals 
in parliament. He is known, and is resorted 
to ; he fails not to get at least cent .^ per cent* 
by the gigantic speculatiop,' besides the cre- 
dit of engrossing a prodigious election in- 
fluence. Should his creatures evefi betray 
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him ta the cognizance of parliament, and of 
the courts of justice, yet, having gained his 
object, he needs not distress himself in re- 
gard to any punishment lyhich justice can 
now inflict upon him. A sentence ex- 
pressed in language of severity — a few 
months of easy imprisonment — what harm 
caii these do him ? They do not take away 
his fortune ; they do not exclude him out o^ 
the society in which he has hitherto lived ^ 
they serve, if any thing, to give new lustrat 
to his character, by displaying the extent 
and the magnitude of his electioneering 
transactions. 

There are, yfet, other inferior agents^ 
whose services are but temporary, and who^ 
work as occasional hacks for the dispatch of 
dirty jobs at elections. These are the per- 
sons to excite riots, to harangue in the midst 
of the mobs^ to muster ballad-singers, to pro- 
vide and disperse hand-bills, to hire ficti- 
tious voters, to embarrass the progress of 
the poll by the arts which they know how to 
practice when they are employed as inspec* 
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Um of Hn But, in regpect to theie poioiis, 
I nHiit refer jou for iBformatioa to the piM- 
tiee of electors in E d ^ and to the woib 

of Mr. W m C 1. It is whftt I 

would not eounsel our pelitieal adrentver 
to take any concern in ; not on acoonnt ci 
its tnrpitiide, bnt beeanse he is to leserre his 
talents, his efforts, his intrigues, jGnr occasions 
of higher importance. 
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CHAPTER III. 



TRIALS OF ELECTIONS BEFORE COMMITTEES* 



Tub laal leil is net over irlieit a gendeiitaii 
has been fetanied, and bos iBken his seat in 
the booses Petitions may be presented 
against the return ; and the member must 
then await the decision of a committee* He 
cannol infinence the balM for thecomndtlee ; 
tout he may, otherwise, thwart the petition 
^ieh comes to disturb hhn. He may ieign 
occasions of debiy ^ so as to tire out the pa- 
tience pf the petitioiier, or io deprive him 
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of the attendance of his witnesses. Counsel 
skilful to perplex and embarrass evidence 
may be procured to cross-examine the peti- 
tioner's intnesses. The short-hand writers 
may be disturbed or corrupted. If the sit- 
tings of the committee be continued for any 
length of time, may not some of them be 
gained to view the sitting member's rights 
with the same favour with which he himself 
views them ? There was a time, when it was 
not so much the legality of the return, as the 
presumed politics of the member petitioned 
against, that guided the decision for or 
against him. These times are past. It re- 
quires infinite address in a member that sits 
upon a bad return,, to keep bis seat,, in spite 
of a well-grounded petition and a trial by a 
committee chosen by ballot : but may not the 
thing be atchievedby a man of true vigilance, 
insinuation, and delicate artifice ? Let no 
man, having before him an object of such 
consequence as a seat in parliament and the 
discharge of the legislative functions, hesi- 
jtate to put in practice the necessary arts. 



I 
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Since his ultimate object. is^sa great and good^ 
it cannot be bis duty to btiggle about the 
means. Get into the house, &iuly if you 
can ; but^ at all rates, get into the house: 
Once in the house, sui^ neither Heaven 
nor Hell to exclude you from it ! 

On the other hand, the motives to petition 
against a returqi^^iire natural ^id strong. Is 
a candidate to gsve up his cause^ even after 
the trouble and expense of an election, as 
long as he can indulge the, smallest hope of 
prosecuting it to full success ? Are voters to 
sttl&r the loss of their power and rights, by 
too tamely yielding to (he ascendency of a 
rival party? Never. Petition, then, against 
any election of which ihie issue disappoints 
your hopes, if there be the smallest pro- 
bability of your so petitioning with effect. 
Pursue your petiticm with spirit and ad- 
dress, to an ultimate trial of the merits of 
the election^. Leave no act untried, no stone 
unturned, to gain the victory. I do not 
counsel you to do, as some are said to have 
done, and frame open conspiracies to b^ 
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loo easily detected. Bat raise your out- 
cry loud ; muster an host of willing and 
fornrard witnesses ; endeavour to outwit 
your opponent, as to the conveniences of 
time and attendance; scruple not at sub- 
ornation, if it can be managed with utility 
and without danger of discovery; spread 
every report you can deviai^ to render your 
opponents character and cause popularly 
odious ; tamper with the C c ^ if this 

may be done with any prospect of suc- 
cess ; be shrewd and liberal in dealing with 
the short-hand writers ; try to bring the whok 
public to espouse your cause, with an ear- 
nestness by which even P t and its 
C c may be overawed. Should you^ 
in this ultimate stage, prevail, your triumph 
will be more gloriousy than if you had^ with 
ease, carried you election at the first. 



CHAPTER IV. 



FIRST EXERTIONS IN THE HOUSE. 



All preliminary difficulties are now sur- 
mounted ; and my political disciple, with all 
the accomplishments I taught him to acquire, 
is, now, in the house. 

It has been my adrice to him, not io en- 
ter on the side of the administration, if he 
(Could possibly avoid it. I shall suppose 
him, then, to give th^ first specimen of his 
talents as a new auxiliary of opposition. 

Opposition will not fplresume to lay those 
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restraints upon his forwardness and promp- 
titude of speech, to which he would be 
obliged to submit on the other side. Let 
%im own, then, no restraint ; stand ^bokUy 
forward on every occasion upon which mi" 
nistry may be outrageously arraigned, or os 
which their measures and principles may be 
remarkably dissented from. The wishes of 
the people are ever the most in favour of him 
who flies fearlessly in the face of the power 
to which they are themselves under a neces- 
sity to be obedient: and it xvill, therefore, 
tend the most essentially to gain to our young 
politician, a popularity which may be after- 
wards a rich<^tate to him, if he siiall, at'his 
outset, profess^ himself the zealous advocate 
of the doctrines the most adverse to those of 
the members of the administration^ and the 
most wildly romantic in favour of popular 
liberty. 

Let him evince a determination to press 
in^o notice at all adventures. To speak, to 
«peak promptly, to speak even with effron- 
tery, are the grand objects^ he is to have is 
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view. If his speech be fluent, his manner 
unembarrassed, and his voice sonorous — ^this 
is enough. Is a proposition moved to harass 
ministers; let him be the first to support it. 
Do ministers ask the neoessary supplies ; let 
him question the truth of their statements ; 
ridicule the unskilfulness of their ways and 
means ? accuse their profusion and pecula- 
tion; impeach their incapacity; refuse the 
supplies they ask ; protest, that his country 
should be left to perish rather than be saved 
by the compliance with such men, and the 
adoption of such measures as theirs. 

Do they communicate, by his matjesty's 
command, new treaties with foreign powers ? 
let not the young senator hesitate to arraign 
those treaties, as making a sacrifice of the 
wealth and honour of the empire, for no 
good end. This he may do, though not 
duly acquainted with the relations and the 
interests to which sHch treaties have respect : 
it is enough for him to arraign with spirit: 
— ^l^he public, the other members of the op- 
position, and eren the ministers accused, 
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will soon find for him more of meaniag) 
truth, and justice, than he thought of wk^ 
he devised his charges. 

He must not think of persuadmg the peo* 
pie to embrace any "new notions of his owa 
in politics. On the contrary, let him reli« 
giously espouse those political opinions to 
which the populace have been always the 
most zealously attached. The common* 
places of popular error should make ever the 
creed of him who aspires to rise as a politi* 
cian, by the favour of the people. Let him 
not hesitate io adopt principles, and to urge 
them upon the reception of ministers, even 
tiie most incompatible with the existence of 
all good government. When he shall rise 
himself, at some future time, to be a minis'* 
ter, he may, after the greatest examples^ 
condemn and abjure the most bojdly those 
very popular opinions which he now pro* 
claims with the most outrageous afiectation 
of enthusiasm. He can never be a great po- 
litician who does not while out of c^oe pro* 
fess opinions the most expi^essly contradic- 
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lory of those upon which, when in, office, [he 
must, of necessity, act. There is no (lis* 
grace in tergiversation, which has been sanc- 
tioned by the practice of statesmen and ora« 
tors the most illustrious. Hani soit qui mal 
2/ pense. 

Ltd him distinguish himself by frequent 
motions for the production of papers. It is 
not necessary, that he should, in all cases^ 
know what to do with the papers, if he ob- 
tain them. The demand will give an air oC 
indefatigable attention to parliamei^tary busi- 
ness. Ministers will gain by him, sometimes^ 
the praise of frankness and candour for grant-, 
ing readily that which he demands, some-; 
times that of firmness for refusing such papers 
with invincible steadiness. The subject will 
give him many opportunities of harmless, 
speechification. The clerks in the offices 
will feel grateful to him for giving them work 
to kill the spleen and ennui which mighty 
otherwise, in a manner, eat them up. The 
printers will be doubly thankful for the good 
jobs he thus procures for them. The news- 

H 
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paper-writers will exeteiingly rejoice, that 
so maDy Talnabk materials are put in print 
in suck a wa j that they may reprint them 
in piecemeal, to enrich their papers. In hctj 
Uie seryiees are beyond calcnlation great, 
ivhich may be derived from this spirit of con- 
tiBuaDy calling for papers. Many a mem- 
Jber, incapable of teazing ministers in any 
otlier ^ay, has harassed them to death by 
alarms abont papers which they could not 
divine what use he was to make of. 

] would particularly recommend to the 
young adventurer, to dabble a little in mat- 
ters of public expenditure and revenue, from 
the first hour of his entrance into the house. 
This is a subject on which even the dullest of 
men may shine, the very meanest rise to im- 
portance. Between a government and the 
representatives of the people, the money- 
concerns are ever those of the first conse- 
quence. The multiplicity and intricacy of 
the public accounts will easily afford, at all 
times^ room for misapprehension and for ca- 
vil. Whether you mistake, or pretend to 
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nMaie samdhing in tbi& or that acrampt 
laid upoci the taUe^ or whether jon actually 
detect aoBnrpgmy enor, — 'ik quite the same. 
Exclaim against negligeiiee^ financial inca- 
pacitj, and felsifieation. Boast the ac«tew 
Bess and care with which jou have made the 
diseo^ery. Argue from it, that no financial 
statenKst whatever from snch ministers can 
deserve credit. Proceed even to deny th^ 
supplies they ask^ on the ground of their 
inability to present correct estimates* Shoidd 
it be yourself, not the ministerial accorapl, 
that is in euor ; you may, however, by ve- 
hemence and pertinacity of affirmation, make 
the case appear to many, both within and 
out of the house, to be expressly the reverse. 
Detect but a real error of 19L 10s. you shall 
perhaps overturn a government by the detec- 
tion. Not to ccmtcnt yourself with now and 
then pointing out an error in a particular ac« 
compt, let me recommend to you, in order 
to get at the vary height of financial reputa« 
tion, that you tcdce occasionaUy the gencfal 
achnne of acQompts for the year ^ c{dra}alM> 



47S65Qa 



1 



100 F1B8T EXKBTIOJfS 



its particulars with some variation of tlie 
data; learing out at pleasure some items^ 
adding others ; then present this as a scheme 
of the debts and expenditure of the state in 
which the frauds and errors of that of minis- 
ters are most conspicuously exposed. This 
is the way to get reputation that shall, one 
day, raise you to the highest financial an- 
ployment. Sic itur ad astra. • 

Suffer no occasion to escape upon which 
ministers may be accused of the foulest cor- 
ruption, and the most profligate improvident 
waste of the public money. Accuse with the 
confidence of conviction from demonstratiye 
evidence. Spread, in private, doubtful tales 
of guilt much deeper than that which you 
have in public imputed. Gain the populace, 
and the newspapers which are the most noto- 
rious channels of calumny, to repeat with 
tenfold exaggeration, all that you alledge. 
Overpower the simplicity of as many as pos- 
sible of your weak but well-meaning br<^er 
members : win the profligate by shewing them 
the prospect of redeeming their own characters 
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ki maUng Mhemselyes parties to tbe utter tuin 
of those of the men in official power : inveigle 
even the honest and soand-»minded into the 
same snare, hj teaching them to consider it 
as their daty to the people to be fiercely and 
implacably vindictive against every sm- 
blance of pecuniary malversation in public 
office: invite the ambition, avarice, and re** 
venge of the very leaders of opposition, by 
presenting the prospect of an entire expul- 
sion of their oppofii^nts from the strc^ng holds 
of official power ; then urge the representa- 
tives of ^ people into partial, hasty, ill- 
<3onsidared enquiry: and ere they shall have 
time for candid refl^ion, Ufge them to a vote 
liiat shall begin the process a^in^ the ob- 
jects of your accusation, by consigning them 
to punishment before trial! This is the very 
consummaiion of accusatory art and elo-' 
quence. Thete is no pitch of official great-' 
ness to which he who atchieves all this, shall 
not have a right to arrive. What although 
the law and its incorruptible interpretere 
diould^ afierwairds, rescue the victims from 
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yMT gHpe before yoa can ponqe their oo»* 
dMMtioa attd pumdMnetatto the last cEtve^ 
inity ; it ^ not to .^ doubted bat ywi wmj 
have toitiifed them, befiHre, to the inmtex* 
frwiati^g ^rvetohedneM. 
. I have already neoomnieiided to yoa to 
ipeafcy at all adyeatmes^ with indefiU^able 
pertinacity and UQOoaq«eraUe bokhieaB. I 
BOW add, that you ought to &peakfc move for 
the gaUeries than for the bouse. The le- 
porters ia their gaUerieB are to be the tnon* 
p^era of your fone. Much of the public 
ciiiseqieBCe yoa ave to acquire asadebateria 
parUameat nuuit depend oa the accounts they 
ahall give of your baraagiMs* UoUow out, 
thea, your woida with gtoimbg fondness; 
ghre theia iwellii^, , pompous phrases; ia- 
tjgiWMiiglp such " pnps aad h ad knted jokes as 
etea they themsdwa might use; be not naUr 
ajtous of connected unity in your cnratioDs; 
W^nd abt gfasuaaticai exactne* in the 
siivietuve of y our peiioda; do aot even harass 
youmeif to study aii^ naterd tsaaa and sue* 
ansioaia your hagmgt and IhMghla: ^ 
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only your stream of speechifieation flonir tur- 
bid, impetuous, and sonorous : y<tnx report- 
ers will then catch all of it that they aie 
competent to convey to the public : let them 
but hear you — ^hear you to speak as much 
as possible in their own slang ! 

It is not necessary for your harangues to be 
idways long. A sally i>f pointed flippancy 
will, at times, stand you more in stead than 
a speech ofsercral hours length. But, long 
speeches must be made from ^time to tidus. 
It has 'been, these thirty years^ Uie fasbiofli 
in a certain country, to estimate the takntsi 
of an orator and statennan by the length of 
his harangues. He who can spetk for fiv« 
hours together, is, by two hours^ a mor^ elo^ 
quent, a greater man, than he whqsfl^ lodg^ 
speech has not exceeded thjree lioiic|. - A lon^ 
speech reported, at lengthy in the newt^f^pcrsy' 
Brakes the pnUic stand 9i ghz^* Perhaps 
not one reads it carefully to an €nd* ^^hos^ 
who read the most of it, attend only to ite 
occasional flashes and wilticisma; -liCfti tn^ 
pecting to find it tvery wfai^e ^qa^ h«<««»« 
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they do not suppose the reporter to have 
done any thing like justice to ihe sense and 
spirit of the speaker. Its parts, too, are 
giyen, in - the report, huddled together in a 
confused mass, which the reader judges not 
easy to be avoided, and which, therefore, ex- 
cuses to his mind whatever seems to detract 
from the worth of the original. Let, thai, a 
speech be long, let it be bold, let it be vehe- 
ment on the side of the darling prejudices 
and vulgar errors of the multitude ; he who 
has spoken it will soon be famed throughout 
the empire, as the greatest of orators. The 
short, flippant speeches of a fewminutes are 
generally those which do the greatest execu- 
tion in the business of the house. The long- 
winded harangues prove of the greatest ser- 
tice out of doors. Nay, ev^i within the 
house, and with manbers old or new, loqua- 
cious or speechless, a beginner must not hope 
to establish his reputation and authority com- 
pletdy till he shall have shewn, that he is 
qualified io surpass others in the talent of 
li(dding out in dtscounie. The good parlia^ 
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mentaiy speaker i$, like the able and skilful 
iK>xer, he who can stand the action for the 
greatest number of rounds. That characte- 
ristic praise which Goldsmith has, in ridicule, 
ascribed to his disputatious schoolmaster is 
the very praise to be, in many instances, the 
most ambitiously affected by our adventurer 
in political oratory. 

*' In arguing^ too, the parson own*dhis skill : * 
*' For, e'en tho* vanquish'd, he could argue stilly 
«' While words of learned length and thundering sound 
*' Amaz'd the gaping rustics gather*d round." 
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CIUPTER V. 



THB SAME SUBJECT CONTIVUEX^ 



I SHOULD expect, that, after the peculiar 
advantages he has had, in his education, 
from infancy upwards, the young orator 
whom I strive to form, can be at no loss for 
words, nor should he be at a loss for matter, 
lialf nonsense with some glimmerings of uSense. 
His studies of the Morning IPost and other 
daily newspapers, may have given him an 
ample supply of all that. These studies he 
must continue still : they are the only stu- 
dies with which he shall need to trouble him- 
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self* He must read his own speeches, that 
be may have the ^pleasure to admire, how 
much wiser a man he is, than he could have 
supposed himself. He will, of course, read 
the speeches of others, in order io mark how 
very much they &11, in wit and eloquence, 
short of his own. He must still dwell upon 
the remarks aod reflexions of the newspaper 
editors, as the very school of political wis- 
dom. He must still drink up their puns, 
and points, and witticisms, with the most 
attentive eagerness. These are to be, hy 
him, again produced, from time to time, as 
the flowers and the* nose-jewels of his elo- 
quence. In this study of the newspapers, 
he mu^ be constant through life : but, it is 
almost the only toil in book-learning to 
which be is to be confined* 

l^eamed quotations are so much affected 
iji the doquenoe <tf parliament, that our 
young adventurer cannot fQvego their use. 
Bvit, let him beware of Greek quotations : 
tiiiese would make his brother -members 
prick up their ears, and stare scunewhat too 



108 FIRST EXEItTIONS 



wildly. Quotations from the wits and phi* 
losophers of France, are not just now high 
in vogue. The Latin is the favourite lan- 
guage for parliamentary quotations. It at 
once evinces learning and is not too remote 
from the familiar : Latin let him, then, quote 
in profusion. But, whence derive an ade- 
quate store of lines, sentences, and apo- 
phthegms ? From the small remains of his 
school Latin — from those collection of lines 
and sentences, the common subterfuges of 
«chool-boys poaching for their themes — from 
even honest Lilly's rules and examples in 
grammar, if better aid may not be obtained. 
The parson who, for want of other Latin, 
retailed Lilly's rules in his sermons, soon 
won the esteem of an audience which, if be 
had not thought of this expedient, he must 
have entirely lost, — Let the orator beware of 
of quoting from the Liitin, any of those dis- 
tinct sentences which are pregnant with 
golden maxims of wisdom, and have been, 
therefore, quoted so often as to be in almost 
every scholar's memory, and to meet us in al* 
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most every book we open. He would give no 
proof of recondite learning who should quote 
in this fashion. No I let him give such 
fragments of lines and periods as were never 
before exhibited separately, and cannot by 
themselves be explained into clear sense» 
This will shew a deep acquaintance with the 
classics, infinitely above quoting their mere 
common-place beauties. It will seem as if 
his quotations came because he has more 
Latin than his head can hold. This expe- 
dient to gain a rejnown for deep classical 
erudition, has been employed with success, 
by so many parliamentary orators, that to 
adopt it, will be only following an approved 
and laudable precedent. 

Minute attention to the forms of the house, 
is not essentially necessary. That petty care 
may well be left to the speaker, to tlie clerks, 
and to such old members whose minds are 
too puny and feeble to have been ever fit for 
any of the more exalted tasks of intellect. 
The most eminent orators will, without a 
blush^ blunder the most egregiou3ly> aiid 
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after very long parliamentary experience, in 
matters of form. Scorn, then, the solicitous 
study of the forms of the boose, as other 
great orators bare been accustomed to scorn 
it. The knowledge of them covM never 
give any thing of dashing consequence and 
fame to your character. 

In a house of parliament, as elsewhere, it 
may be much less difficult to speak with 
force and fluency, tfian to obtain a patient 
hearing. The senim' speakers are not always 
pleased to see juniors start up to rival them 
in the claim up<m the time and attention of 
the house. They are apt to deride the brisk* 
ness of the young orator ; they will turn his 
serious harangues to ridicule with a few smart 
words; and disappoint his attempts at wit, ^ 
by wearing a cold serious face when he fan- 
cies that he is irresistibly to provoke all that 
hear him to split their sides with laughter. 
Although themselves in perpetual blunders^ 
respecting the forms of the house, they are 
malicious enough to Watch and expose his 
blunders* When be is, at any time, in the 
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very be&t part of his happiest ami most ela- 
borate effort in eloquence; they ijvill raise 
some signal-coughs ^hich shall drovrn hia 
voice by circulatuig quite round and through 
the bouse. At other times the cry of ^' hear 
'^ him ! hear him !" shall be slyly raised by ' 
those good-natured friends^ and prolonged 
and echoed by all their pack around them ; 
so as to render it impossible that he diould 
be hi^ard, just at the critical moment mheatu 
be desired it tlie most; or to make tfaa| to 
be heard with ridicule oi indignaiioft frora^ 
-which this young orator was expecting tcr 
gather the truest applause. 

Now, against these arts of muzxling the 
mouth, my young orator will have, £or a « 
time, a difficult struggle. But, he must 
begin with ensuring attention by an affecta- 
tion of timid modesty which is not, howcTer, 
to put any restraint upon his real, heart&lt 
boldness. By his manner and attentions of 
civility, he may bespeak or seem to bespeak 
the favour of some of the old speechifiers^ 
and of some of those fex-huwting country- 
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gentlemen who, though no orators them- 
selves, admirably prompt or check the ora- 
tory of others, by the same notes which 
they are wont to address to their hounds in 
the chace. He must then, learn to use a 
language of ambiguity and cajole, which 
shall make the members on the two sides, — 
each anxious to know whether he is not about 
to declare for them, — ^and each willing to 
listen a little longer, with patience,, in the 
hope to hear that approbation of itself which 
•'it the most anxiously desires. On some great 
^occai^ion, when an attempt is made to cough 
or call him down, let him summon up all 
his firmness and effrontery; shew that he is 
4 not to be put to silence by any indirect dis- 
ingenuous art; throw into his elocution a 
force of voice not to be drowned by the 
buzz around him; and^ with an indignant 
manly air, profess himself resolved to have 
the full benefit of that liberty of speech 
^which the ordefis and privileges of parlia- 
^' meat ensure to all its members. That this, 
doughtiness may not render him odious^ he will 
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do well to yield on other occasions, to the at- 
tempts to shorten his harangues. He will 
thus evince, that, when be yields, it is not 
out of feebleness or timidity ; and that when 
he persists, it is not in obstinacy but in 
manly prudence. He jmust shew, too, l^e 
is not incapable himself of the art3 of cheer- 
ing other orators by an air of grave interest- 
ed attention, of drowning their voices by 
buzzing cries, coughs, or langhter, of leav- 
ing the house, wh^i those of whom he woul^l 
mark contempt, rise to speak, or pf demoa- 
«trating by his manners, that he thinks that 
which they advance to be very little Wiwrth 
listening to. By all these arts steadily prac- 
tised, he will iBoon prevail against the fir^t 
attempts to crush the unfledged orator in the 
' riiell. He will b^ the more successful, if 
ke can meet some of the jSrst endeavours to 
snub him^ with th^ laughter moving appli-' 
cation of some of those repartees with which 
he has stored his memory from Cobbet, the 
Morning Post, and Joe Miller. 
There isj ^et, another advice to be giv«^ 

I 
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in regard to the delicate and important ob- 
ject of securing a fair and seasonable hear- 
ing. Do not chose those moments to address 
the house when the interest of the business 
languishes, and when many of the members 
are withdrawing, fotigued and impatient 
Be careful to seize that moment to arise and 
utter any longue harrangue you shall have 
meditated, when the house is fiiU, when the 
attention and curiosity of the members pre^ 
sent are still fresh, when there is an expecta- 
tion of an issue to the debate which forbids 
any member to leave the house, yet does not 
allow any one to call too importunately for the 
question, when there is a want of speakers, and 
on both sides an inclination to hear whether 
there be any individual present having any 
thing to say that can give a new turn to the 
character of the debate. These are the 
Mulissimu tempora fandi — the sole occasions 
upon whichy ou may with prudence hazard any 
length of speechification. As for your short 
pointed hits of a minute or two; these, in- 
deed, you may venture at any time. I 
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wduld, likewise, recommend to you to have a 
due regard to the convenience and good 
humour of the reporters. It » to you of the 
last importance that they report whatever 
you say, in the greatest prolixity, and in 
the genuine reporter manner. This, how- 
ever, they never will do, unless you in the 
time and manner of jour harranguing, yield 
a good deal to. their personal convenience,^ 
and to the general convenience of the news- 
papers which they arc to fill. When one 
rides an ass; one mu^ yield not a little to 
;Che f roward nature of the brute. 
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CHAPTER VI. 



now TO ATTAI9 TO THE CONSCQIfBlIC; 
ar A LSABEA IK THE HOUSE^ 



It is a consideration of great delicacy ; 
whether the rising orator and statesman 
should throw himself, at once, into the arms 
of any one of the several subordinate parties 
in the house ? or whether he should not 
rather stand aloof, and expect a small knot 
of adherents to gather round himself, sucb 
as he may enlarge till it shall involye the 
whole opposition ? 
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^ Were I to give advioey the best that occurt 
to tne^ iiidi^{)endeiit. of e}(am)[>le8 ; I should 
wish him, neither to stond too whimsiciUly 
aloofy nor yet to enlist himself all at cHico 
among the mere grex foUowmg any party 
leader. He may join opposition, in iheit 
general aim, upon m6st great questions* 
But, let him support his vieiirs,^if he can, by 
arguments peculiar to him^lf. Let him 
evince, that he votes with th^i, merely^ 
beoause they happen to be of his opinion « 
Let him shew that he is not to be entirely 
gained without considerable sacrifices smd 
eoncessions on their part. Let him eveft 
make, as if he were not absolutdiy iftacci»« 
sible to adiraaoes from the other side ; though 
if he be wise, he will shun negotiatkMft witk 
minify, till be shall have risen to high^f 
personal importance. When, at kligth, iSaM 
opposition leaders shall, With an ait agk hii 
sentimeBU upon any great meat^nr^ itt whid^h 
they are dinmi to engage their party ; htf 
ttiay appear as if he were wfiUfi^ to uhboKMi 
himself ta diem, »id to thfi^ir bitusetf W^ 



IJ8 now TO ATTAIN TO BE 

- ' -■-..- ■ - 

the anm of the party. But, e^ea now, let 
him be >^ upon his guard. Let him abandon 
kimself to them — but seemingly^ — rnot abso- 
lutely and implicitly. Let bim watch, 
whether they be disposed to treat him as a 
mere follower, or to grant bim the oonse*- 
quence attached to the rank of a leader. If 
be deign to {^ct in an inferior part ; he will 
be condemned to it for life* Never will he 
be raised to the first rank by otber^j who 
does not boldly grasp at it for himself. — 
When he, again, shall bave conceived any 
design of hi& own for a motion io harras» 
Viinifitry, or mend the constitution and the 
government; let lum communicate to the 
aHies who have so begun to coquet with him. 
Do Ahey encourage his design ? Do they 
Remonstrate great eagerness to co-operate in 
it ? Do they betray no invidious disposition 
io snatch its merits out of his hands ? Then 
he i;nay first regard ^himself as beginning 
to be adopted for one of the leaders ; and he 
may, with less and less hesitation, proceed 
to make common cause with them. i 
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But, among otlier methods by which this 

consequence is to be obtained, there is that of 

insinuating one's self into the friendship pf 

those ifvho happen to be its present leaders., 

If they be men of minds open to conviviality, 

to praise, to friendly aflection ; the attempt 

to win tliem, may not be difficult. Get dis*-. 

tinguished as the favourite companion of 

their easy hours. Entice tliem into an incli- 

nation to embrace you as the auxiliary of 

their public efforts. Profess yourself their 

humble disciple. Seenn to take, like a ca« 

mekon, the colour of your min4 always 

from theirs. Refuse not, for a time, to. bq 

their drudge in business, and the very Zanj; 

of their pleasures. It shall be surprising, if 

you do not thus quickly rise to divide his in*? 

fluence with any party4eader, however.high|^ 

or even, perhaps^, to swindle him out of il 

entirely. 

• 
PoUtkal Cluhs^ 

Yoii must, at the same time, take cave to. 
shew yourself to advantage, at the great pa- 
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fitical clabs of the party at the head of 1^ 
^hich you wish to place yourself. Tken^ I d" 
hare been times when some Df these club I ^ 
claimed to be little less important than the | ^ 
whole legislature of their country. Court^ 
dien, admission into th^m. Beindustriom 
to promote frequent and full meetings. Shew 
yoirrself bold to d&tinguish those meetings 
by Tiolent party toasts. Harangue with 
spirit ; and make yourself eminent in that 
knot of members whonmtually compliment 
one aaikoflier widk^ the praise of being the 
iotrer, the pride of the statesmen and oratoi^ 
9t f!he earth, men to whom it is inexpressibly 
tmlbrtiinate for theif country, that all her 
grand public interests are not confided .-^f^ 
ht one of the chiefs ef the w — g cM>j 
k Ae next 9tep to being at the head €>f the 
]^rB»ittetttary parly oul ol l^Uch that elilh 
is formed. ^ 

Early educaticm has given to my young 
<Knitor, one other means of putting himself 
Ml tile head of a ptttty. He is a dtMful 
irimrrBit. Let tbtty (hen^ get introduedl 
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into the gaming clute at ^hich faisfelloipt 
members amuse themselires with cteep jUblj. 
He may be presumed to be^ in this, more an 
adept than most of them. Without any air 
of avarice or art th^, let him> by coolness^ 
feffeadiness, and keen Vigilance, win as miu^h 
of their money as he ean. Let him take it 
with seeming indifference ; and scatter it 
hhoui with profusion. Let him never be a 
rigorous creditor to those who owe him play« 
debts upon h(mour. Let him never so ftf* 
front the losiilg party as to refuse contiliuiiig 
io play because they hav« no more money left 
in their pockets. Let him make as if he at* 
fended the clubs, atid entered into plfty, 
merely because he likes the society of hig 
glMniug friends, mtd hai himseM' an uatucky 
passkm for i^y. Acting thus, be caanot fail 
Id gam an asceiidefney over ibe mhi^ of bia 
gaming parliamentary friends, which shaH 
^erve him not more in piay than in pities. 

I^ould he, M the other bimd, meet with 
gamesters tmffe knowing thftu himself, and 
bcf quiekly pigMMd of i^ Im fms«9i«»; wm 
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from this misluck he may derive new ad- 
vantage toward his political success. The 
tidier who has lost his purse, is ever the 
most forward ^4o mount a breach. There 
are great examples to evince, that the loss of 
a fortune at the gaming-table contributes to 
render a man desperately bold and pre-emi- 
n^itly clever in political oratory. If a los- 
ing gamester 'carry up his ccest, make light 
of his misfortune, and bear himself as if he 
had lost, in a manner, nothing in compariscm 
of what he is still confident to gain iu a way 
much more honourable ; he will command 
an'admiration in his distress which shall com- 
pel most othler minds to stoop in homage to 
his. Those who have triumphed over him 
in gaming, will b^ glad to follow kim in po- 
litics ; and he ^¥ill have rais^ a company of 
political Condottieri at the expense of his 
whole fortune. 

Besides, I have supposed him a leader 
among his companions at school and at the 
university. It is to be presumed^ that he 
must now, again, meet with some of these 
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in parliament. They who were proud to 
follow him in frolics of boy ish mischief^ and 
in the first excesses of juvenile dissipation^ 
may not have yet been able to shake theiir 
former reverence for his genins, nor ihfiiv 
fondness for his society. All of these, then, 
whom new and indisp^isible interests do not 
engage against him, must become his fol- 
lowers. If there be yet others of his old 
school-fellows now on the political field, lads 
who were too serious, gentle, and bookish, 
to join him in his early pranks and mischief, 
these will, now, however, see that he is 
much more a man of business and of the 
world, than they themselves, with all the 
pains they have taken to become learned and 
good ; they will unavoidably bow to his sur 
perior genius ; and they will, almost insen- 
sibly, find themselves engaged to follow him 
in the general train of his politics, and in 
his parliamentary movements. 

There is something, also, to be gained by 
the distinguished pursuit of all the gallantries 
of the age. My rising orator and statesman 
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ought to shew himself, if possible, the liye^ 
liest aiid best sustained character at a mas- 
querade. He should get himself into re- 
qiiest, as one whose presence is necessary to 
give spirit and fashion to every errand route. 
He is a skilful dancer; and he must taker 
care to have the ladies ready to pull caps, to 
have him for a partner at every grand ball. 
He must visit Newmarket; and he may, 
once or twice, etdet a horse to run, there or 
oft some other ^ce-ground, just to shew that 
he is not quite ignorant of the sport, nor, more 
than English gentlemen in general, averse 
from it. But, I cannot advise him to devote 
himself passionatdly io horse-racmg, any 
more than to bull-baiting, cock-fighting, 
boxing, or walking matches. 



CHAPTER VII. 



CAREER IN OFPOSITION TILIa THE STAONQf 
HOLB8 OF ADMINIfiTRA7iON ABB TA&BIT 
BY STORM. 



I MAY now suppose the rising Statesmpn 
to be very high in the ranks of opposition^ 
and to have accustomed the hou$e of legisl^ 
ture in which he has a seat, to listen with re- 
spect to his Yoice cm all occasions on which 
he chooses to address them. What^ then ? 
Is he to abide for ever in oiq[)osition ? O^, 
is he to desert to sidrnfmstra^tioii) ai^ sppii isus ^e 
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can join them upon conditions of great per-^ 
sonal advantage ? 

Abide for ever in opposition ? No ! No ! 
And to be in too great haste to join adminis- 
tration, would be, to mar his coming gran- 
deur. 

The business, now, is, to lead opposition, 
campaign after campaign, session after ses- 
sion, into a warfare continually, more fierce, 
active, and vigorous, against the enemy. 
Spare no step of opposition that does not ab- 
solutely rush to civil war. Arm all the hacks 
of literature to raise a hue and cry, as if pub- 
lic opinion were entirely on your side. Be- 
come the patron of political reveries, subver- 
sive of all government ; raise a cry for the 
death-blow given to our liberties, whenever a 
pickpocket is carried before a magistrate^ or 
a reformer taken in acts openly treasonable, 
is sent to cool his head and his heels for a 
few days in confinement. Listen to every 
invidious tale against the conduct of any of 
the servants of government, in primacy or 
stAordinat^ situations ; and bring the matter, 
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by accusatory complaint, before the house. 
What though the tale should prove to have 
been groundless, and your taking of it up, 
should be branded as malicious ? You and 
your adherents, will have had opportunity, 
when you moved upon it, to throw a deluge 
of invective, and of odious imputation, which 
the newspaper reporters will disseminate over 
the kingdom, and which will lend exceed- 
ingly to impair the credit of your adversaries. 
What has been once boldly affirmed in par- 
liament, will never cease, upon any refuta- 
tion, to be believed and maintained by a 
large portion of the multitude without. Scru- 
ple not even insolent thwarting against Ma- 
jesty itself, if there be the slightest prospect,* 
that, by such thwarting, you may add to 
the perplexities of the ministry, or augment 
your own popularity with the multitude. 
To traverse the measures of administration, 
you may even presume to send ambassadors 
for your party to foreign courts, patronize 
the wildest doctrines of reform and universal 
equality, espouse so far as, without tJxpress 
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(reason you caa, the very cause of tho^e ene- 
mies with whom, as the adversaries of ^U 
order, and of the liberties of mankind, you? 
nation is at war. Yiiify the courage, th^ 
counsels, and the military conduct of your 
i^ountry's allies. Sing Te Deum over the 
successes of her foes. Dispatch emissaries 
into coffee-houses and other places of public 
resort, to arraign every act of administraticm, 
ijo extol the wisdom of every step taken by op- 
position, and to proclaim the country, spite of 
all favourable appearances, utterly undone^ 
Refuse credit to any evidence of guilt against 
revolutionary traitors. On every suitable 
occasion, collect assemblies of the people, 
even sub dio; harangue them with violence 
upon the [miscarriages and the delinquency 
of ministers ; nay, let the scenes of some of 
your assemblies be chosen so near to the seat 
of parliament and the court, and to the prin- 
cipal offices of government, as absolutely to 
beard them to the teeth. Watch the mo- 
ments of doubt and embarrassment to the mi- 
nist^s^ your adversaries. These are the 
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ttomeflts for you to strike home. Ministen 
must, Aen, as unfortunate, be discordant 
RmoRg themsdves. Their prince, moyed by 
their ill fortune, will be staggered in his 
confidence in them. A change of men and 
measures must be revolted upofa, with what- 
ever rductance. Perhaps, you shall receiye 
a tatie blanche : perhaps only a part of your 
iindeif ings may be itttttsd to compose a new 
administration in concurrence witii a sdec- 
UtM of andeiiuigs from the oppdsitc side. 
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CHAPTER Viir. 



TfiEATY FO& TH£ ASSUMPTION OS TN 

MINISTRY. 



J HA VE5 now, marked the career bj w 
the hero trained to the enterprises of pa 
mentary and political ambition, is to as. 
to the height of his wishes. He has infla 
the people with the spirit of turbulence 
discontent; shaken the pecuniary cred 
the government; alarmed public opi 
with the belief that the very constitution 
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ters on the brink of nun ; spread wide the 
iifiputation of corraption, incapacity, ty- 
ranny^ and invincible' ill luck against the 
minieterB. in office; undermined the repu- 
iation of his country f9r superiority in, 
counsels, arts, and arms; attached to him- 
self the great body of the falsely ambitioiiB,> 
-irhetber Vithki <» without the house ; sown 
jealousies between the sovereign and his ini- 
nisteis, as .well as among the difierent 
'branches of bis sovereign's iiunily ; and per- 
suaded even the world, that it is impossible 
for him to become minister of his country^, 
-without dethroning the family of his king, 
and overthrowing entirely tbe very founda* 
tions of the state. He bas done all this.^— Hift 
sovereign may regard with abhorrence, hi» 
person, bis principles, and his many at-:, 
tempts to vilify the majesty ctf the throne,> 
and undermine its stability. But, a p^ra-r 
mount necessity has been, at last, created. 
Tbe former ministers can no longer discharge 
their fanctions with effect. They resign 
their appointiiieats into Die^jnaster's hands.. 
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They cOunsd himtofot^o, for the moment, 
hU not unjmt Repossessions against the 
DBMA006VE ; and invite him into official 
power. Th^e is no other ^counsel to be 
given ; no different scheme of conduct fbf 
the monarch to pursse. A n^otiation witb j 
roar hero, of coarse, opens. 1 

Demand no liumble conditions for yourself f 
■'and your associates. You have muchte 
give in return for what you demand. Since 
tile a&irs of government can never be con- 
'^cted upon principles like yours ^ yoa 
%ave, in ike first place, to bargain aa im- 
plicit, open derdiction of those principles. 
The purchase is, to your prince, invaluable; 
wr, if it be, en your part, faithiully 
made good, it extinguishes nascent rebellion 
lUid fevolt4 It leaves the rabble, wh<»9i you 
trained to discontoit, without a leader. It 
^inoM Aose whom sel(4nt«rest rendered ene- 
mieB io (he throne, without alienating such 
as have their liearts penetrated with a loyalty 
fraoda patriotism which no personal chagMilt 
cmt impaii. It, in iM)me manner^ tuni9 
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Bktck into white, white into black :; for, U 
makes those very things commendable iii: 
your professed estimation.which were j^befiNne,^ 
the most odious to you. You, in the treaty, 
dispose of all your wild and dangerous po»^ 
polarity ; for,. you muit not ex-pect that yoik 
shall find it possible to serve at once the tui- 
multuons popuI&ce:and the throne.. You 
must not suppose^ that^ in official power> 
you shall find it more eligible to^betoy th^ 
strength' of the crown to the rabble,, than t^ 
support that strength witk fidelity^. The 
power o£ the crown. b^Qomes^ in your hand% 
your owa power ; a»4 youttherefoie, com# 
to advance it wiUbthe same zeal^ as if yo^^ 
never espoused an^ principles of jacobinism, 
rhe change oC trade which yoa now make^ 
^oo, is very considerable and very hazard- 
9US. The same artifices, the same maaner# 
will no. longer serve your ends. Youha^ 
to enter a new course of life, to ej[fo$» ycMii^ 
self to odia of a new species. JPor all^l^ia^ 
fou. must require so mu^h the more yfeygkU 
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to be tbrown into the scale which is to coun- 
terbalance that of your pretemions. Yoi 
h^ve now to gratify all such of your follow- 
•ers as sliaU stiH be able to make themselves 
-of use to you. You have to satisfy some of 
those resentments which either the injustice 
or the just severely of your predecessors may 
have provoked. And, what is more than all, 
fiince you come into office, only when it b 
impossible longer to move the wheels of go- 
"vemment without you ; you have a right 
to demand any terms of your S n that 

he can give without the absolute surren- 
der of his private revenue and his ostensible 
power. '•■' 

Make it your first care to indst on the right 
of dismissing every one that has been 'put 
into the enjoyment of office or emohiniei^t bj 
the ministry whose fall you have atchieved. 
Make more, -much more to do about this, 
than about the functions and obligations of 
your office. Your power will be illusive; 
if it enable you not to do as much mischi^ 
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as can, in reason, be done to those with 
mhom yoii have been so long at parliamen- 
tary war ; and, if it give you not^ on the 
other hand, the most extensive means by 
"which to gratify the claims of your own ad« 
lierents. 

' Demand, then, in (he next place, audio- 
rity to dispose of all but some very few of 
of flie leading ministerial appointments, 
-without any interposition of your S— — n's 
voice. 

Require the right to confer ne^^ titles of 
all sorts, at your pleasure. 

Insist, that the S — — -n quit himself of 
sSlI such even of liis immediately personal 
servants, and of those of his hoiisehpld, 
as you shall desire to be displaced in or* 
der to make room for others whom you 
laaj expect to be the most tmsty to your- 
self. 

If there be ever a man in your K — ^g's do- 
minicms that has made himself personally ob- 
noxious to his S n ; espouse this psm's 
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(Qanse; deamtfd of the M h^.f^cm^ 

resentment agsdn^Umj iniu^ 

rppeive^ into erery aj^f^^ftracipe of tb^ puMst 

ffi^ious fayowr at coor^ ; aod by a riiptoij 

ip decisiye, over your 5— n^s iiiclina* 

tions where inclination b ever tiie njio)9t re-^ 
frai^ry, make i|ur^ at i!t^ very begin* 
ningy of thai a^end^cy b^ which you 
may afterwards compel your master tp b^ 
•^iih youi: eyes, and to assent implicitly 
to all the n^easures you shall jpropos^ tot 

him* 

Stipulate to the right to institute processi- 
and to se(^ <m foot enquiries, for the purpose 
of calumniating and degrading your prede-^ 
ijessors, — even m cases in which it shall be ia*^ 
iallibly clear, that their cond^ct haa been^ 
without stain, and superior to ajU accu-^ 
sation. 

Stipulate, likewise, for the right impli- 
citly to pursue those very measures which 
were adopted by your immediate prede? 
cessors in office ; yet to pretend, in the 
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Sk^o of the vorkt,. that your's are mea- 
sfiies widely diflfecent ;: and to continue ta 
to arraign those ^n^kich -were pursued be^ 
foie^ as measures the silliest and most per- 
nicioas^ 



• i 



*i ..'i ,.. '*■■ *•"..* *r • . > 



CHAPTER DL 



THE POIilTICAL ADVENTURER AT THE HEAD 
OF AN ADMINISTRATION. 



The orator and statesman whose fiteduca* 
lion and political progress I have traced, is 
now, at the height of his ambition. With- 
out fixing what particular office he may put 
himself at the head of; I shall, now, con- 
sider him in the character of a first mi- 
nister. 

He and his associatcis come into office, at a 
€)ri8is^f peculiar diffic)ilty. Much is lost; 
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more is in imminent danger*; if the natioE 
conceive any hope ^p&a the accessira <»f 
these new men — ^it is derived from an opinion 
t>f their submissive indiffpoence, as^ ready to 
make at onoe every sacrifice thiit the most 
ambitious eiiemy can require.. Even in the 
treaty for the acc^tance of official ^mploy- 
ni^t, time was lost which left the allies of 
the country in uncertainty and despair, and 
which thus gave to enemies cautious not to 
lose a single hour/ the most extiraordinary 
advantage. 

S|)ite of aU this ; be it your first care to di-r 
VvAe the hivoee and jishes. Let state-affairs 
stand still till you shall have swept out of 
the offices of government, high and low, 
every individual wl^ose person is obnoxious 
to a;ny one of your gang, or whose salary 
any of your dependents wishes to enjoy. 

Next, consider well, what proportion of 
your own adherents are to be immediately 
land fully gratified ? Who of them are to 
Ibe put off, for a time, with fair yet sincere 
promises ? Who to be merely soothed \^ith 
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loft watdsy. imd no more? Who to br 
scon^ttHj driisn oS at oiiwty by inscdenti 
neglecl ? 

GraHf j: those only ta tk« faH^ wboise coHr 
tioued atlacbraenl is indiapwsably reqiiimir 
to bolster up your pow^p ; and to wbom yon- 
are under engageraaits wJkich you dare not 
viohte, for the pavti(»dar fgiatificationa you: 
give them. With tbeae^ , indfeA,. you. may 
almost equal the boon oompmiovs of. your 
^ttr.{»i¥ate pkasures^r^thecveatiuM. erf* your 
mistresses^ and tAeir friends^ — ^with. perhaps- 
one, or twOfWiko bad no. claim^ upon you, in 
order to, get a reputation £ar oandour and> 
generosity. 

All tliey -whose aid, actiye^. aident aid, is< 
to be the support of yop^r administnUion^ 
fttgbt tobe put off with little or nothing, for. 
the pres^it. Impatient hope is a mucl^^ 
more faithful promptQr. than gratitude. Keep 
your most e&ctive servanta.in lu^; give- 

« 

them as little as possible more than hos)e to 
animate their services ; beware^ however, of 
bilking theiKhopes^ so as to pjrovoka indigr 
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iiatioD^ or ^to sadden ta despendency : at 
«8C»ae rd,re ■times, f eward one ^or two to tbe ut^ 
most of tbeir justifiable expec^tions: let 
the rest be, aU, taught to expect each as 
Binch in his turn. This is Ihe tnie^secret, hy 
which to be «ealouslj, steadily, and alartly 
^served. 

Those^th^s of the adherents of jour for'^ 
mer fortunes, wh<mi jt>tt cannot promote 
without a lots of chavaeter to jrontsetf not to 
tie Gompeafittted by any iserrii^ iliey can per- 
ibrm, must be put off wi& good wotds mean- 
ing nothing. Treat in the same manner, 
Hiose whose power of isenrici^ is, by y<^rs oi" 
the vicissitudes «of life, entirely past. Deal 
so^ also, with' tholie whose Canity wHl in^ 
duc^ iktxA lather to contait thjemselves with 
your empty ci^ilities^ than, by being of- 
fended that you do not more for them, to 
forego your nottce evtirely. In shorty pass 
this coin on all iivbo will take it without ex- 
pecting to have it made good to tiiem here-' 
^ter^ in true and lawful money. 
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And who are to be scK>mfullydriycn offafe 
once, by uisokiace and neglect? — ^All -who, 
come upon the pure and simple score, of me*. 
rit; all.Tvho come in the.expec^tion, that 
you are, now, to fulfil youjr opposition pro-: 
mises, and to follow out the measures which 
you declared, when in opposition, to bis alone; 
reasonable and constitutional ; all' those men 
of probity and li^rature w;ho^ in the .inge- 
nuous faith that you WAut the aid of uncon* 
nected virtue and talents^, are weak enougk 
to profess an inclination to enlighten^ ^d- 
support your efibrts ; all those who,^ though', 
in employment under your predecessors, held, 
their employments with party spirit^ or 
party efibrts, and have, in amsequeiice,: the', 
preemption to think, that they may be per^ 
mitted to hold them stills 
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Blacken tJie last Administration : declare 

your Country irrecoverabb/ rmned. 

■• 

The weak, haying gained such an object^ 
as is now in your grasp, would assume an 
affisctation of candour,, and entirely refrain 
from further abuse of rivals whom they have 
supplanted. It is not, however, for you to 
act so silly a part. . Pursue the blow you 
have struck. Disjarm your political oppo-^ 
nents for ever^ since, now, you have them 
down. ' 

. Renew that abuse of the folly of their-mea- 
sures which was, while you were in opposi* 
tion,' your ftvourite theme. Boast loud of 
the discoveries you have made, of the folly 
and wittol-ignorance of their schemes, of 
their perfidy to their aUies^ of their utter in- 
capacity and negligence in all great afiairs—* 
menace impeachment and the block. Pro* 
claim to all the winds of heaven, that ^our 
country is, by their guilt and mismanage-^ 
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•meat, undone beyond the power of man to 
velriefe its fate. 

It tt nod enough to make these complaints 
and accusations heard in the houses of par- 
liament. Get some wretched hireling ' to 
make them the burden of [a pamphlet. Let 
him be pM enough to beliere himself capa- 
4>k of whatever is cogent in reasoning, and 
persuasiye in ekxjuence. Let him be so en- 
tirely destitute of the fedings of genius, as 
to have not the slightest predilection for 
truth compaied with fidsehood. Let him 
possess nothing of that rectitude of reason 
which sometimes renders a vigorous under- 
standing scarce capable to be betrayed by 
the depravity of a bad heart. Let htm have 
attained no just knowledge of what consti- 
tutes the vital power and prosperity of na- 
tions, of the policy of measures, of the rela- 
^ tions of amity or hositility, of the plans of 
war^of the possibilites of allied combination, 
«f the iiiterests of tradie, of the utilities of 
iabour^ of tb^ energies of inventiye thpUj^ty 
«f the unconquerable greatness of true public 
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ancF private virtue; To the self-conceit of au 
English son of the dunghill, let him add the pert 
loquacity of a member of a Scottish universitjic 
disputing club, and the venality of a briefless 
Barrister. Let his brains have been impreg- 
nated with the tincture of jacobinism just re* 
quisiie to give him a pleasure in tearing up 
anew the wounds of his country, in fpmenfing 
ber dissatisfactions, in exaggerating her 
shame. This is your fit instrument. Set 
him to write you, an " Enquiry into the 
State of the Nation ;" such as shall shew^, 
that there remains nothing but to give carta 
blanche to. i^ most dangerous and ambitious 
enemy. Let the counsels, courage, and en- 
terprises of your allies be vilified in it io the 
utmost.. Let the triumphs,, talents,, and re- 
sources of the enemy be estolkd to the skies. 
Let the pamphlet be written in that mix- 
ture of Sooticism, Gallicism, newspaper 
slang, and colloquial: barbarism, in that 
medley of the bombast with the pert and the^ 
low familiar, in that cloudy confusion 'q£ 
tiiougjit veiled in a< corresponding- cofifiisioiii 
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of words, that jumble of mixed metoj^fH^ 
with fantastic sentiments; above all, that 
conceitedness of wrong decision, and thai 
labour of quibbles, which distinguish both 
your own orations, and that newspaper lite- 
rature which has been your grand school of 
eloquence. The pamphlet is written to ex- 
pose the nakedness of the land ; and that let 
it expose in all respects. Then send it, on 
the wings of the post-oflSce ^bags, all abroad. 
Let it pass, as a peace-offering, into the | 
hands of your principal '^enemy ; let it go to I 
your allies, as no unambiguous denunciation 
of what they may expect from you : let it go 
to the whole world, as a proof, that you 
despair of your country's safety, and are in 
haste to make an eternal sacrifice of her inde- 
pendeiice. — All the blame is laid, you know, 
on the inalnlity and unfaithfulness of your 
predecessoi^ : and the more their acts are vi» 
lified, ISO much the more will all that you 
shall do, gain in the comparison with them. 
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Pay your Court to the Enemy ^ before you 
even ntake your Compliments ^ as the neWs 
Minister^ to your Country'* s Allies. 

You have told in parliament that your 
country is undone ; you have invofced all the 
eloquence of Grub-street to repeat and pro- 
pagate the tale; you have dispensed your 
manifesto wherever your country's name is 
known; next renew the interrupted corre- 
spondence of your government with foreign 
courts. 

Others might naturally enough, if new in 
a situation like yours, address themselves, in 
the first instance, to those foreign powers 
whom they found in alliance with their go- 
vernment ; but such must not be your con- 
duct. You despise those who were fruit- 
lessly cherished as allies by your predeces- 
sors. You are ready to sacrifice them all in 
older to redeem the friendship of the terrible 
enemy who prevails over you and them alike. 
Inyent some pretence of apparent generosity 
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for opening or renewing a correspondence, 
with the intriguer who, being deep in every 
bad artifice, and polluted with every speeies 
of guilt, has thus attained to be his minister. 
Let your pretence be false; and let it be 
offered with that sneaking officiousness which 
may best betray you to shame, as anxious ta 
offer sacrifices and concessions, concerning 
which, however, you tremble lest they should 
not be accepted. Mark the reception of tids 
homage ; though proud and disdainful, yet 
if it do not absolutely fordid you to lick the 
dust at the feet of the tyrant, to whom you 
would submit yourself and your country, — 
rejoice. 

^ Chuse for the details of your negotiation^ 
some poor being who has languished for 
years in the tyrant's chains, and who would 
sell his very birth-right, his very manhood,, 
to get out of them. Being a slave, is he not 
so much the fitter to be your representative ? 
Must he have a coadjutor ? Select for the 
task one who has, long since, transferred as 
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muoh as he could of hi^ family pr6perty 
to the land of the tyi^t's power ; who has 
been labouring all his life to shew, that even 
a peer may dive deep in the bathos, and get 
distinction in the commonwealth of Grub* 
street ; whose principles in politics, so far aa 
he has had any, have been ever notoriously 
adverse to those of the constitution over 
whose government you preside ; who is not 
more distinguished by domestic virtues, nor 
more familiar with unambitious, pure, do« 
mestic joy, than the wretches among whcmi 
you send him ; who is so little laved and ho- 
noured at home, that a Bonoparte or a Tal- 
^cyrand might p — ss upon him almost with- 
out giving oflfence to his fellow countrymen ; 
and who is so impatiently, so ludicrously 
ambitious of public employment, that he 
would almost take Jack Ketch's place, 
sooner than rest longer in the shade. 

Such a par nobile *nay well do homage in 
your name at the foot of the ^reat enemy's 
throne. Let them tell hin\, how much you 
admire his glory ; how desirous you are i<^ 
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repese your whole confidence in his hen: 
and truth. Let them humbly watch 
favourable moments when he and his m 
|ers will /deign to hear or answer even 
few words, with the common courtesie 
social aa4 diplomatic intercourse. Let ti 
give him to know, that you^ whole mac 
ef state stands still, till he shall have said 
word ; that you, in deference to him,leay 
your allies in suspense, as to your farther Id 
lions respecting them, and altogether ai 
^i^Cy of bis menaces, usurpations, and i 
gues. Askof him, in the first instance, no 
nite engagement^ no written stipulation/ m 
sis for ^ treaty but such, as from which he 
£^fterward shift his ground at pleasure. L 
l|im to proclaim to all the world, that he 
almost concluded a separate peace with 3 
t^at the late ofiensive and defensive alli< 
your country, have nothing farther to ex 
jQrom your aid ; that you yourself person 
fcave conseiited to be, for your partic 
country, his Prince of Peace. He will, i 
pf course, be ^ble to overage your allies 
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the most abject submission, or to lure them 
into terms of treaty, equal to an unconditional 
surrender of their indep«idence. Nay, even 
suffer yourself to be ensnared by it to the de- 
claration of war against the neutral powor^ 
which it is the most important for you, to 
draw into your closest alliance,— for him, to 
divide from your interests. What less can 
you expect, in return, for all this, than that 
he should, in the end, grant you, condition^ 
isuch as should, at once, establish your per« 
9onal fortunes, and satisfy your country that 
yrou made no misrepresentation in alledging, 
that its independence was utterly undone, and 
that it lay prostrate at his. mercy I This 
may be what you incline to expect. But to 
-giant it, cannot be his inteiest. You havo 
given him more b^ consenting to t^Xi^td^ though 
you knew him faithless and prevaricating, 
than if you had fought and triumphed fot 
him in an hundred battles. He needs not, 
th6n,buy your services, or the submission of 
your country by equitable conditions. You 
have taught him to believe, liiat the more ht 
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asks SO much the more will you concede, the 
more he threatens, so much the mcHre mrill you 
shrink, and fitwn, the more he prevaricates 
so much the more will you take him respect* 
fiilly at his word. lie is not deceived in 
you : but you dare not go to tiie utmost 
length of your own wishes. Your novkas 
regm talia cogit^ tliat your Plenipo^s must 
return re infecHu He is astonished and 
angry. But, you can boast that you have 
made every sacrifice for peace, but that of 
your ^country's honour. And, you may 
oomjdain that the faithlessness of the allies, 
mid their jealousy, to anticipate yoii in the 
advantages of a se|>arate treaty with the com- 
mon enemy, have alone hindered you from 
obtaining of that enemy, whatever could be, 
m reason, desired. 

You may possibly express surprise, that I 
should have recommended a fruitless attempt 
to treat of peace, as an eligible measure im 
the beginiung of your ministry. . But, it is 
within my knowledge, that such measures 
have had effects the most fitvourable to the 
^wer of their sapient authors. 
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Public Abjuration ef former Principles^ 

At home, in the mean time, yon may be 
seasonably employed in giving a parliamen- 
tary and ministerial recantation of your op- 
position principles. You called for a reform 
in parliament . Now, declare that this is not 
the season for such an attempt. You de- 
inanded the abolition of the Christian reli* 
gion. Now, answer, " YAw is not the time.^^* 
You exclaimed against the guilt of screening 
great pubUc delinquents. Now screen those, 
and only those, who can reward the protec- 
tion by bringing an accession of strength to 
the support of your party. — You deprecated, 
perhaps, as pernicious, some great measure 
employed to consolidate the several parts of 
the empiffe more <jntircly into one. You 
taught your admirers ie expect, that, should 



*^ • The Altai consequences of a dcrdiction in thi« 
tnstanoe ziont has been fully jiioved by subscqueiU 
•events. 
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the day of your power ever arrive, you would 
undo the Union. N^Mr, however, be you 
sure to extol every thing about the union, but 
thai you had not yourself the making of it. 
You have, before, possibly expressed loud 
and anxious sympathy with sufferings inflict- 
ed by the hand of government, on jacojbins 
and on some of the rabble agitators of demo- 
cratical reform. They were taught to expect 
that you would never accept official power 
or emolument to yourself, without stipulat- 
ing to them compensation for their wrongs. 
But, the thing is impossible : tell them so : 
«purn them from you even more indignantly 
than did any of your predecessors. — You 
often vowed, never to have official co-oper- 
ation with any of those who were, whether 
primarily or in a subordinate degree, co-ad- 
jutors in the measures of the former adminis- 
tration. But, now, select even ftojn among 
them, if you can, as many recreants of the 
second or even the first order, as shall be 
willing, for a mess of pottage, to devote 
themselves to your interests aod wishes^ Bt 
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Sttxe, if possible, to fiiid out, €»»oBg tiiem, 
tome Medecm maigri hUy whom jou may 
stick .up in some niche, of mere asd vain, 
yet ostensible formality. Find some <yther 
heavy-headed wight who, without a single 
talent but for endless,sputtering blatterationr-* 
the very ox in the &Ue tiiat would enact the 
race-horse — the very owl that would insist 
upon singing, with added beauty, the song 
of the nightingale-^shall deem himself com- 
petent to fill the station of the greatest con- 
temporary he has survived,— rand shall be, at 
the same time, servilely forward to isubmit 
liis mind and all its determinations to yours. 
Your dUl friends may exclaim loudly against 
these new connexions, as fatally unworthy of 
you« But, let them know, that you act for 
tjie public good only, and disdain their cen- 
£ure« By such measures as these, you will 
have fairly past the Rubicon. You can be, 
Ro longer, tl^e idol of the revolutionary pa- 
triots« You have become so much th^e more 
obnoxious to your democi^i<:;al friend^, be* 
«aii6e they aiice put entiire confideno^ im yott« 
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Your S— — n may, after tkb, trust his af- 
&txn in yoar hands with just the same ease of 
mind, as if you had never fraternized ivith 
a jacobin in your lifis. The only danger is, 
lest the fary of your old associates, on ac- 
count of your descftion, should render them 
now' more vigorous and active in opposition, 
than ever they were before. 

(Economical Enquiry and Reform. 

In the mean time steadily pursue the aim 
of vilifying the administration of your pre- 
decessors, and of throwing, comparatively, 
an extraordinary glitter of wisdom and vir« 
tue over yout own* 

In collecting and distributing an anuual 
expenditure of fr<Hn twenty to perhax)s fifty 
millions; a prodigious number of pers<ms 
must be employed ; great diversities v of 
talents, integrity and assiduity, must, of ne- 
cessity, be trusted; many irr^ularities of 
levy, of Ixtrgain, and of payment, are un- 
avoidably incuned ; multifanous ;accompts 
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must be kept either with a perplexing variety 
of manner and arrangement, or with an uni« 
formity that is not convenient in all casrs 
alike ; methods once established, shall be ad- 
hered to, after the fitneisses have ceased to 
exist, by which they were, at the first, recom- 
mended ; and after changes and reforms have 
become palpably requisite, these cannot be 
introduced without great pains and very 
mature deliberation. It belongs to financial 
aflairs, as being human things, the acts and 
arrangements of imperfect men, to lie under 
these diAciiiHies. No ministry, of whatever 
government, anrf however abte, can rise 
wholly above them. Yet the public at large 
who descend liot into the details of these 
matters, naturally accuse the guilt and in-* 
ability of the ministers, rather than the com- 
plex state of the business. And if any mi- 
nisters have been long in office ; the charges 
of financial corruption and incapacity may 
be easily rendered exceedingly plausilte 
against them. The people understand 
charges which turn upon the waste or ex*-^ 



158 THE AnVENTUllEB AT THE 

penditure of pounds, shillings and pence^ 
much more clearly than afinost any others^ 
you can offer to their apprehension. No 
eloquence will inflame them so much, as if 
you shew, or pretend to shew, by a plain 
mercantile accompt, that this or that man ha^ 
defrauded his country of a certain sum. 
Nothing will, in general, render you so much 
a favourite with them, as ta make them be- 
lieve, that you are to introduce extraordinary 
^economy and parsimony into the whole sys* 
t^m of national expense. 

Now, mark and apply these truths. It is 
impossible that you should be at a loss for 
matter of financial accusation against your 
predecessors. With a little latitude of rtiis- 
representation, you may assume the appear* 
ance of having the clearest documents upon 
which to convict them of all that is mean 
and odious. Do not spare the misrepresen- 
tation. Institute board after board, of en- 
quiry i Fill them with creatures of ybur 
own, such as are the most inclined to act^ as 
malicious busy-bodies. By assigning adc* 
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quate salaries to the members of your boards, 
augment, in a manner the least invidious, the 
strength of your pensioned myrmidons 
around you. Set them to enquire into ac* 
eompts not yet finally discharged, as if the 
delay were owing, not to the necessity of af- 
fairs, but to nefarious embezzlement. Teach 
them to magnify casual errors of a few shil- 
lings or pounds, into frauds of hundreds of 
thousands. Attest them to propagate those 
ambiguas toces which have the true power 
to infuriate the suspicicms of the vulgar.^ 
Though not one act of real embezzlement 
nor of wicked delay be found out ; yet hesi- 
tate not to affirm boldly, that frauds to the 
value of hundreds of millions appear to have- 
disgraced the siflmimstration of your imme-' 
diate predecessors. Prolong the existence 
of your inquisitorial committees ; and per-* 
suade the world, if possible, that there aref 
still more and more speciosa miracula to be 
produced. 

Beside blasting the charater of those who 
have gone before youj in the same functions, 
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you acquire, now, to yourself, a power to do 
as you please, without censure. It can never 
nfterward be supposed, that you who were 
so zealous to have the whole Augoean stable 
flooded, swept, and garnished, can become, 
in your own administration, the author of any 
iking- but ceconomy, rigorous fidelity, and 
the most lucid order in accompts.. You 
may, now, with impunity, add sinecure to 
sinecure, deal out old offices to persons at- 
tached to you who are incompetent to dis* 
charge their duties, appropriate as much as 
possible to the convenience of yourself and 
your friends, the whole expenditure of the 
state ; still you shall retain the credit for dis- 
interestedness and purity, since it was your 
early cace when you. became a minister, to 
displliy so signal an abhorrence of* whatever 
could be made to appear to be in hostility , ta 
those qualities. 
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Foreign Affairs, resumed^ 

* 

You bave left the foreign allies of your 
governnient time to determine whether they 
will still, by your aid, endeavour to support 
their independence, or will not father resign 
their fate at once to the good pleasure of tha 
common foe» 

You chose>, afler comflig into office,, to 
communicate with that foe^ before you would 
renew the arrangements fcnr continued friendly 
intercourse with the former alUes of your 
country. Thelenemy has disappointed you. 
The allies,^ though they may deem your 
assistance useful, must deeply re^t, that 
they should have been left, so many months^, 
without youv confidential correspondence. 

Begin, then, with issuing such another 
Grub-street manifesto againi^ them as you 
before put out against your own country.. 
Pretend that they had abandoned you. AW 
ledge that they were incredibly wavering in^ 

M 
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their counsels, and were hastening who to 
be the first to conclude an insidious, separate 
peace, with die comnum enemy. Upbraid 
them, as «nable, however willing, to make 
any farther eflfectire resistance to his arms. 
Boast of the spirit and political wisdom mih 
which you almost took arms on that enemy's 
side, against that one of your natural allies, 
whose force was the most unbroken, and 
whom the enemy was, then, the most ambi- 
tious to destroy. Boast, that the enemy had. 
iBTited you to treat by the offer of the fairest 
imaginable basis of preliminaries ; but be- 
ware of pretending it to be in your power, to 
exhibit any satislkctory written document to 
that eftct. Tell, that you had intended io 
inrite all the surrounding goTemments and 
f/Mes to be parties and guarantees to your 
treaty. Insist, that you should, infallibly, 
ij^aye muzzled the greiitbear. Invent long 
tales of fluiituations of policy at the courts of 
ihe principal allies ; though you have not, 
shiee your accession to ministerial power, 
iifid any such correspondence at Hiose courts 
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as conld acquaint you with their secret 
counsels and intrigues. Heap every obloquy 
even upon those allies, whose aid you must 
not ultimately forego. Then renew your BSr 
sertions, that, had it not been for them, the 
enemy would not have fiiilad to negotiate 
upon conditions which would have given an 
honourable and lasting peace. In the end^ 
as if the enemy had not been tricking and 
perfidious, hati not always q;)ened negotiation 
merely to get more by it, than he could ao 
quire by the fate of battle ; complain, with 
bitterness, of his receding from his first pre* 
liminaries, and of tlie disingenuousness with 
which he detained and amused your wittol 
Plenipo^s, while he was only making their 
presence at his court, a reason why some of 
the other allies should anticipate them with the 
most abject voluntary concessions. Let this 
pamphlet of manifesto be written, like your 
former, in a slang of 3cottish, French, and 
English. Let it be a mass of confusion and 
repetition. ' Let it renew the abuse of your 
predecessors in office ; and under atrocious 
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calumnies against those and the allies, let it 
hide, if possible, the disgrace of ycmr dis- 
honourable negotiation. Let it speak in 
that tone of pride and self-complacency 
whiich is used in the fable when a baU of 
horse^s dung is made to say to an apple, 
•* see, brother J how we apples swim.*^ Then 
send it out into the world, not verbally confes* 
sin^ it to be official, yet conspicuously giv- 
ing it a distinction, which, if not official, it, 
certainly could not receive. Be sure, that 
you distribute its copies, in great numbers, 
in foreign countries ; and that you support 
its visionary statements in your speeches in 
parliament. The dunce or dunces that ex- 
ecuted the mechanical toil of it, may come, 
in time, to be subalterns in your parliamen- 
tary guard. 

Renew your Diplomatic Representation 
and Correspondence at the Courts of the 
AUies. 

You have interrupted that diplomatic 
intercourse which was between your prede» 
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cessors and the allies abroad. You have 
disgusted those allies by evincing a disposi- 
4;ioii to {M'efer the alliance of the enem^ to 
^theirs. You have irritated them by giyin^ 
to that enemy, a great temporary advantage 
in treaty and in hostile arrangements, against 
^them• You have gratified the party at home 
/who are averse from the expense of foreign 
<coniiexions by the most outrageous calumnies 
^agliinst the ability and fidelity of all who 
•lately &ught in alliance with you. You 
have left your diplomatic ministers, for some 
. months witiiout new credit or instructions at 
the allied courts. You have convinced 
those oourts ; -that they are not to trust to 
any thing which passed between them and 
ihe previous administration of your govern- 
^ ment ; but must absolutdy tbegin a-new, and 
■come upon an entire private understanding 
.with you and your agents, before you will be 
persuaded to join them in any jupm^fbrn of 
hostility. 

N0W9 then, renew your attention to them. 
Let the fonner Ambassadpn wl £nvoys have 
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returned from their respective courts. Send, 
instead of those, men of your own party, and 
in whom you can confide. Let them not be 
^uch enthusiasts to promote the downfall of 
the common enemy, as to be ready to enter 
into new engagements with the allies, by ' 
which the government you preside over shall 
stipulate to sacrifice any one separate inter- 
est of its own to the general welfiire. Let them 
be, those who can view the ruin of the allied 
cause^ without calling on you and their 
country to uphold it by extraordinary sub- 
sidies. Instruct them not to make ofkts : 
warn them to be shy of listening to any : 
give them, as the principle of their conduct, 
to look solely to the objects of keeping well 
■with the allies, without exasperating the re- 
sentments of that foe, and of sharing, if pos- 
sible, with him, in the distribution of the 
spoils which ar^ snatched from their perish- 
ing imbecility. What aid you grant ; that 
give with a niggard hand, and not at the 
seasons when, alone, it can be^eatly useful. 
It is not necessary, that your diplomatic 
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ftg^its should be persons of high tali^ts ot 
large experience. It k enoB^^ that they 
be new ine% attached to youraeUy and as 
much disposed not to cross your instmctumS) 
us uras Charles the twelfth o£ Sweden^s jackf 
boot, not to govern his senate upcm any &n» 
eies oi suggestion^ of Ms owik. 

Parliamentary Campaign. 

N0W5 return to your parliamentary cara» 
paign. — ^You have so vehemently condemn-^ 
ed all that was done by your predecessors, 
that none will now suspect you of any dispo-*^ 
sitioA to steal frcMoi them» You may, there% 
Soscy steal firom them without fear or danges 
q£ detection^ It is ia the province of the 
AJBVENUE^ your grand diffieulties occur. 
Try, then, whether imy ways and means may 
be foimd y^hich can be made productive), 
and which no ftmnear ministarft have, in 
ftuy d^ree, aQiicipated.-^Yoa. SK»atdk 
your head* — Yout dive deep into Ifce va* 
exrnm of your brain.-— You nnsK^ and 
IBttse: but it witt aol^dor^— AU the: ^eniui^ef 
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about you are set to work : but all in yam. — 
Wlmt nmains to be donei Search the re- 
podtcnriesy of office-papers. — Here are abas- 
dance of schemes of rescmrce — only reject* 
ed or deferred ! — Seize them*-nse them. — 
None in the world will suspect youto haiv 
drawn them from the frugi provisam m 
nnnum of your predecessors, whom you 
have, wilh so much pride, amdenmed. — 
What if, in your hands, those plans of your 
predecessors cannot be rendered accessible ! 
Maintain them with obstinacy, at least to a 
certain length. — ^But^ if the natimi, if the 
men -of the greatest weight in parliament, 
shall, afierall, be still more obstmate against 
your 'Schemes, than you dare be-in their sup* 
port — ^then drop them in a manner as ungm* 
cious as possible. The ungraciousness (^ 
your manner will enhance the value of the 
sacrifice^ by shewing how very dearly you 
valued that which you relmguish.— *In tte 
immediate exigency which this dissappoint* 
ment creates; — recur at once, to such of the 
taxatiops of your predecessors as can be^ 
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with the smallest trouble to you, inflamed* 
Be sure, in enforcing tiiose, to maie your 
tittle Jinger more afflictively heavy than your 
predecessor^^ loim: He, it maybe, finan- 
cially chastised the peojde with whips : — 
don't you fall, then, to chastise them with 
scorpiom.. f n this way, you may contrive 
t^keep movmgy for one yeiur, at least* 

Grand original Scheme of Finance. 

There is nothing about which the world is 
more in mistake than in r^ard to the fiiculty 
and art of ixvention. It is generally ex- 
plained to be the power or the act of pro- 
ducing something which did not exist before, 
and that in a place which was, before, en- 
tirely empty of every thing. But, how 
•should this be ? Nothing can be truer, in 
logfc or natural philosophy, than the well- 
known maxim, ex nihilo mtilJU: nothing 
more; indisputable than that you cannot put 
jour pig under Nancy* s poty if you piassess 
no pig at all : iwoention w, tberelbie, only to 
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and yictoriotts foe; yea must find the sup* 
plies ; tbe taxes you dare not augment 
Shall you resign ? Cuncta prius ientandcu 
Gratify the monied interest by a return io 
the spirit of your predeo^sor^s financial 
policy : and when this is discovered^ public 
credit will revive. Insead of imposing new 
taxes ; divert some of those which he had 
imposed^ from their original and proper 
uses. Those which were to be levied but 
for a time, you may render parpetud« The 
trick will not be sensibly felt at the first i it 
imposes no new burthen* Again, if jrour pre^ 
decessor had a noble engine at worklhat was 
in time, necessarily to remove and annihilate 
the whole weight of 6Ai and taxations. — 
Seize you this engine ; apply it to your own 
uses ; leave old burthens to rowel upon the 
people's shoulders— how they may. Your 
business is, simply not to impose new bur- 
thens. The more intolerable, the moteodious, 
you render the old ; so much the more ad-> 
vantage do you gaint oyer your jwedecessor's 
fame. ^aviBg atchicved all this ; you may 



HEAD OF ADMINI8TBATI0X. 173 



boldly assert your claim to the palm of 
viNANCiAii INVENTION ; End may boast 
your own for the greatest name, that ever sus- 
tained and renovated the pecuniary resources 
of a sinking state !. 

V." ' 

* 

How to treat the Military and Navat Com^ 
manders who were employed under your 
Predecessors. 

• Entering upon office, you cannot but find 
difficulty in dealing with those military and 
naval commanders who were the most fiivour* 
ed before. They have owed their preferment 
io your rivals : and therefore, you cannot 
\vholly trust them. But, on the oth^r hand, 
tlieir services have given an interest with the 
nation so great, as, now, almost to deny you 
the power of dismissing them. 
^ In this case, I would recommend to take 
into your secret confidential counsel, one or 
two old officers of tte highest rank and of 
veteran experience; men of ^CTvice and of 
merit, themselves ; but yet nroi'e distin* 
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guished for selfish irritability of feeUngs, for 
implacable resentment of 'whateyer they can 
construe into oflfence, and for unappeasable 
brutal jealousy of all whose professional 
services have eclipsed, or threaten to eclipse^ 
the splendour of their own. — To these men, 
unbosom yourself,— -let them know, that pre- 
sumption, however sustained by talents and 
services like those of the persons obnoxious, 
tnustj of necessity be checked.™Listen to 
Mieir replies. They tell you the merits, 
the services of those soirdisant heroes are 
nothing ; that ncme of them are more than 
a more fladi-in-the-pan. They instruct 
you to affront, to dismiss them, to bring 
them to trial. They promdse for them- 
selves to bear all the odium. To you, they 
ensure the C(»»£ort^-the pride-— the fe- 
licity of being again free to employ such 
eommander^ alone, as you delight to 
hiOBour. 

As to the enlerprizes undertaken toward 
fte close of the ministry of your predece&*> 
sers ; it can ne^^r be for your interest to ap- 
prove them. They are the last acts of a bad 
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system. You were not consulted in the 
planning of them. Had you made peace 
with the enemy at the moment you wished ; 
€ven the conquests of such enterprizes must 
have been given up without equivalent. 
Do they succeed ? You get no praise for 
their success. Are they frustrated ? The 
disappointment dispirits the people even 
towards your administration. Beware of 
taking measures to follow out any such en- 
terprizes. Do not hastily believe any ru- 
mours of their having succeeded. Shew 
yourself more eager to credit the news of 
tlieir failure, and by propagating it officially, 
to check that foolish sanguine temper of the 
people ever unreasonably flattering them 
with vain dreams of prosperity. However 
successfiil the commanders in such expe- 
ditions, — be you sure to deny them the gra- 
tification of ^ The Senate's thanks, the 
Gazette^'s pompous tale." 

If they fail — aud have acted upon any 
too bold interpretation of their powers- 
luring them to the Uock if you can* 
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Sly return to former Principlt$\. 

You have sacrificed your republican prin* 
ciples, connexions, and fame, tothe sweets of 
office. You did well. But, perhaps your 
sacrifice was intended only for an ostensible 
one ; and you remain^ though now the secret,, 
yet as much as ever the firm and zealous 
votary of your old opinions. In this case,, 
you will not slight my advice— how best ta 
promote them. 

Though you do not expressly counte* 
nance Jacobinical speeches and assemblings, 
of the multitude ; cannot you loosen those 
restraints,, and relax that vigilance, by 
which government, before, kept them down f 
Let the publication of books and pamph* 
lets with jacobin principles, be more and 
more encouraged ! Let the schools for 
mob -disputation on politics, be opened 
anew ! Let the jacobin outcries even against 
your own tergiversation be heaid with 
feigned terror ! Let the jacobin outrages^ 
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at elections meet no yigorous x^ensure nor 
punishmient ! 

Let the old honest, simpleton advocate 
of constitutional refonn ; who fancies that 
the constitution might be, with advantage^ 
restored 'to what it was in the times ojf 
king Alfred, or of William the third,— « 
OUT arts, mannersi, general '^policj, and ex- 
terior relations remaining as they are at 
present ; let that man be indirectly encou- 
raged to stir up a new bustle among all the 
weak and pragmatical, though well-meaning 
men of his own political humour. 
< Let tiie publication of calumniating, con- 
fused, falsified histories of the country. 

Such as B 's be encouraged! 

a book, unmatched in glazing misrepre- 
sentation of the truth, in confused mis- 
apprehension of the -series of events, in 
^poverty of all those principles of science 
to which history must owe its best illumina- 
tion, in meanness and grammatical incorrect- 
ness of language, in democratical rant and 
imalignityt 

N 
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And if there be such a disposition of 
things, that the constitution may be changed, 
under a pretence of bestowing uew immuni- 
ties to persons under certain religious disa- 
bilities ; then use this pretence. Your 
S — ^n feels himself perhaps under en- 
gagements to God and his subjects at large 
Mrbich forbid him to consent to the direct 
xemoval of those disabilities ? Persuade 
him to elude his obligations, and to allow 
the thing to be done indirectly. Is his res^- 
son too sound, his conscience too pure and 
delicate to be so misled ? Insist upon your 
demands. Does he still refuse i Resign, 
Resign, Resign ! 



END. 
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